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The Hon. P. R. H. Lavery: I think so.
The Hon. V. J. PERRY: I wish now to

speak briefly concerning transport regula-
tions. I understand at the Present time
transport regulations permit the carriage
of fruit and vegetables up to 10 hundred-
weight or half a ton from the Metropoli-
tan Markets to country centres per road by
retail greengrocers with their own vehicles.
I believe they can do this so they may
visit the Metropolitan Markets and buy ac-
cording to quality, and according to cur-
rent prices for the benefit of their busi-
nesses and also the communities they
serve.

I am of the opinion that the limit of 10
hundredweight is a little low in this day
and age. If a man is permitted to visit the
metropolitan area then the load could well
be increased to one ton. Because of the
rising costs of motor transport today, if a
man comes virtually 200 miles-a an
example-to the Metropolitan Markets
for just half a ton of produce, it seems
that his profit margin will be quite small
by the time he returns to his country town.
I feel that perhaps one ton would be a
more realistic load to permit him to carry
back to the shop.

Greengrocers throughout the country
should be encouraged to visit the Metro-
politan Markets to do their own buying if
they so desire. I believe the retailer will
be more efficient in his shop and he will

-provide better quality fruit or vegetables
for the community. He will also have the
flexibility of being able to decide, on cur-
rent prices and current quality, whether to
buy a little less of one commodity or in-
crease the amount of another commodity.

A case in point: During the summertime
tomatoes could be at a very high price and
the greengrocer might consider it would be
difficult to sell them In his country town
at the ruling high price and he could then
decide to buy a smaller quantity. If he
elects to employ an agent in the metropoli-
tan area to do his buying for him, he sub-
mits an order for his requirements and
the agent buys according to that order.
There does not appear to be much flexi-
bility to vary the order.

In most cases produce is forwarded by
public transport-by train or by motor
transport. This involves extra handling of
the fruit or vegetables and, no doubt, extra
time is taken in transporting that produce
from the market to the shops. Conse-
quently the public suffers and I feel this
matter is worth looking at for the benefit
of country people. If retailers take the
trouble to come to the Metropolitan Mar-
kets to select their fruit and vegetables,
the public should be entitled to have this
benefit passed on.

Finally, Sir, I wish to refer to the coming
of age of the State of Western Australia~
in becoming a non-claimant State. I feel
that if Sir Keith Watson were in the
Chamber tonight he would, indeed, be ap-
plauding this step. I know the decision

of the Government to break away from
the Grants Commission was not taken
lightly. It was taken after very careful
consideration and deliberation.

I am not unaware that considerable
problems will face the State in the future
because of this step. No doubt, there
were problems under the Grants Commis-
sion system. However, I believe that the
decision by the Government to break away
from the Grants Commission and become
a non-claimant State is the only one
which could reasonably be taken.

We have growvn up as a State and I
believe that we, as a Government-and any
future Govermnent-will be better placed
to govern the State to the maximum ad-
vantage for its people. There will be
greater flexibility to do certain things in
certain directions which, if we were still
a claimant State, might be open to ques-
tion and, in fact invariably, direction from
the Grants Commission-as was the case.
So I am particularly pleased and I applaud
the decision the Government has made in
this respect. I formally support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. H. C. Strickland.

House adjourned at 8.50 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (48): ON NOTICE
RAILWAYS

Laundry Work, Kalgoorlie
1. Mr. T. D). EVANS asked the Minister

for Railways:
Are the annual service orders
dated the 1st July, 1968, addressed
to the Kalgoorlie Steam Laundry,
Kalgoorlie, for laundering of
assorted linen for the period
the 1st July, 1968 to the 30th
June, 1969, to remain in force
for the said period having re-
gard to tenders for laundry work
which are now being invited by
his department, for the period of
one year commencing on the 1st
September, 1968?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
This will depend on the result of
the tenders referred to.

NATIVE WELFARE DEPARTMENT
Status of Female Officer

2. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Native Welfare:

What is the status of the highest
position held by a female officer
in his department?
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Mr. LEWIS replied:
Welfare officer, with a remunera-
tion range of from $2,535 per an-
numn to $3,690 per annum.

LEGAL AID SCHEME
Commencement

3. Mr. T. fl. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) When is it expected that a legal

aid scheme financed pursuant to
the Legal Contribution Trust Act,
1967, will commence to operate?

(2) If the proposed scheme will offer
a wider scope than the present
system Provided under difficulties
by the Law Society, in what fields
will it operate?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Funds will become available dur-

ing 1969-70.
(2) The extent to which the scope of

the present system will be ex-
tended cannot be determined until
the amount of funds available Is
known, which will Probably be to-
wards the end of the year.

HOUSES AT TOM PRICE AND
DAMPIER

Materials Used
4. Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister

for Industrial Development:
(1) Is there a paragraph in all iron

ore agreements which provides
that materials produced in this
State should be used as far as
reasonably and economically prac-
ticable?

(2) If so, does he know-
(a) What kind of timber is to be

used in the construction of
the houses to be built at Mt.
Tom Price and Dampier?

(b) From where the timber to be
used in these houses will be
obtained?

(c) From where the bricks used
in the construction of these
houses will be obtained?

(d) Whether any building mater-
ials to be used in these houses
will be supplied from sources
outside Australia?

(3) If Uimber, bricks, or any other
materials to be used in the con-
struction, of these houses is to be
obtained' from sources outside
Australia, can he explain why this
will be necessary?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes. There is an appropriate

provision In each of the agree-
ments.

(2) (a) to (d) I am given to under-
stand that a substantial amount
of the timber, bricks, and roofing
used in construction of houses
in this contract will come from
New Zealand.

(3) The contract referred to results
from a tender for 260 houses jet
to Heazley Homes Ltd. of New
Zealand. This company won the
contract by submitting a price
so substantially lower than the
next best tender received that
the company (i.e. ,Hamersley Iron)
could not reasonably be expected
under all the prevailing circumn-
stances to accept one of the
higher local tenders.
It is worthy of note that prior
to the letting of this particular
contract. Western Australian
based companies had been
awarded contracts to build 560
houses at Tom Price and Dampier.
and since the contract for 260
houses was won by Beazley Homes
a further contract for 120 apart-
ment units at these towns has
also been let to local building
contractors.
In addition, all the industrial.
commercial, and essential service
buildings required by Hamersley
Iron, such as schools, hospitals,
police, and courthouse facilities
have been constructed by con-
tractors based in this State.

SCHOOLS IN DALE ELECTORATE
Additional Classrooms

5. Mr. RUSHTON asked the. Minister
for Education:
(1) To meet the unprecedented

growth, what additional school
rooms are to be built at the fol-
lowing primary schools:-

Armadale:
Kelmscott;
Rock ingham Beach;
Safety Bay?

(2) when are contracts expected to
be let for the rooms at each
school?

(3) At what date are the scheduled
rooms expected to be ready for
occupation?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Armadale-3 rooms.

Kelxscott-3 rooms.
Rockingham Beach-4 rooms.
Safety Hay-3 rooms.

(2) Armadale-October.
Kelmscott-Octaber.
Rockingham-October.
Safety Hay-September.

(3) In time for school reopening oD
the 1oth February, 1969.
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ARMADALE HIGH SCHOOL
Enrolments

6. Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) What is the estimated student

enrolment for the commencement
of the- 1969 year at the Armadale
Senior High School?

(2) Of this estimated enrolment, how
many 3rd, 4th, and 5th-year stu-
dents are expected?

(3) What provision is being made to
accommodate the anticipated
growth?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) 1,220.
(2) 3rd year-315.

4th year-130.
5th year-9O.

(3) The school is listed for additions
subject to availability of loan
funds.

KALGOORLIE REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Outpatient Facilities

7. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

Apropos his answer to my ques-
tion of the 6th August, 1968-
(1) What steps can be taken to

overcome the deficiency in
outpatient casualty facilities
at the Kalgoorlie Regional
Hospital?

(2) Is it intended to take these
steps; if so, when?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) and (2) Casualty and theatre
block will be built as and when
funds are available.

POLICE STATION
Thorulie-Lynwood -Canning Vale Area

S. Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister
for Police:

in view of the increasing resi-
dential development taking place
in the Thornlie-Lynwood-canning
Vale area, will he indicate whether
Inquires have been instituted to.
ascertain the necessity for a
police station in this area?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-
plied:

The need for police protection in
developing areas is continually
under consideration.
During recent years departmental
thinking has turned from the
fixed suburban station with
limited hours of duty to a larger
district or regional station from
which mobile Patrols operate con-
tinuously. These patrols are

equipped with radio and can give
a more efficient service than a
small suburban station.
Extensive alterations will be made
to Cannington Police Station,
which provides Protection for the
areas mentioned, with a view to
implementing additional patrols.

BREAD ACT
Amending Legislation

9. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Labour:

Is it proposed to introduce legis-
lation to amend the Bread Act
this session?

Mr. 0 NEIL replied:
No.

READING BOOKS IN SCHOOLS
Encouragement of Australian Outlook

10. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware that a version of

Readers' Digest called Advanced
Reading Skill Builder emphasising
U.S.A. viewpoint and propaganda
is being used in some primary
schools in this State?

(2) Will he take steps to ensure that
reading books which encourage
an appreciation of a healthy Aus-
tralian outlook are given prefer-
ence?

Mr, LEWIS replied:.
(1) Yes. These provide another source

of valuable supplementary ma-
terial used by many schools to
further the development of effec-
tive reading skills.

(2) Steps are taken to ensure that
children are presented with as
wide'a range as possible of first-
class reading Material. A healthy
Australian outlook presupposes a
wide knowledge of the viewpoints
of other nationalities.

PRINCESS MAY SCHOOL
Alternative Accommodation, and Future

Use

11. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Can he inform me whether or

not Pupils at present attending
Princess May, Fremantle, are to
be accommodated at an alter-
native school?

(2) If So, when?
(3) At what school is it intended to

accommodate these pupils?
(4) Is there any intention to house

the Fremantle Court In the pre-
mises vacated?
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(5) If not, to what use will this build-
ing be put?

M r. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Opening of 1969 school year.

(3) John Curtin Senior High School.
(4) and (5) The Princess May build-

ing will not be required by the
Education Department after 1968.
Its future use is not within the
control of this department.

SINGLE TEACHERS
Accommodation at Northern

12. Mr. McIVER asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware of the shortage of

accommodation for single teachers
at Northam?

(2) What funds have been allocated
in the 1968-69 financial year
for the Provision of homes for
teachers at Northam under the
Government Employees' Housing
Authority?

(3) Would his department make funds
available for duplex fiats for single
teachers at Northam?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)
(3)

$33,000.
This matter is being considered
by the Government Employees'
Housing Authority.

CUNDERDIN WATER SUPPLY
Booster Station

13. Mr. McIVER asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is the building of a booster station

for the water supply at Cunderdin
being considered?

(2) If "Yes," when will a start be
made?

(3) Will this station-
(a) require additional staff; or
(b) be managed by the present

water supply staff at Cunder-
din?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) It is proposed to install an ad-

ditional pumping unit to increase
the number of main line pumps
from five to six at Cunderdin.

(2) Work is planned for the 1969-
'70 financial year.

(3) No additional staff will be re-
quired for station operation.

HOUSING AT OtiNDERDIN
Provision by St ate Housing Commissin
14. Mr. McIVER asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) Will any homes be constructed by

the State Housing Commission at
Cunderdin this year?

(2) If "Yes," when will a start be
made?

Mr. O'NETL replied:
(1) Tender for five houses signed on

the 17th June, 1968. Contract at
present 4 per cent. complete.

(2) Answered by (1).

SOUTH TERRACE, SOUTH PERTH
Road Works

15. Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Works:

In a recent report presented to the
Government by De Leuw, Cather
& Co., acting as consultants to
the Main Roads Department, re-
ference was made to the future
need for roadworks in South
Terrace, South Perth, to provide
Perth bound traffic with access to
Kwinana Freeway. What informa-
tion is available to date on this
proposal and what effect would it
have, if implemented, on property
owners in the area and the Royal
Perth Golf Club?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:

No further information is avail-
able other than that contained in
the De Leuw Cather report, which
Is still under consideration by the
Main Roads Department, the
South Perth City Council, and
other groups.
Until such time as decisions have
been made and more detailed
plans have been prepared, it is
not known what effect, if any,
there will be on property owners
in the area and the Royal Perth
Golf Club.

PACIFIC INDUSTRIES W.A. PTY. LTD.
Lodgment of Share Allotment

16. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Justice:
(1) On what date did Pacific Indus-

tries W.A. Pty. Ltd., a company
incorporated on the '7th October.
1965, lodge with the Registrar of
Companies a return of allotment
of shares as required by section
54 (1) of the Companies Act?

(2) How many shares were shown to
be allotted and who were the
shareholders?
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Mr. COURT repied:
(1) Pacific Industries (W.A.) Pty, Ltd.

did not lodge any returns of
allotment of its shares.

(2) The subscribers to the memoran-
dum of association took only one
share each. They were Jennifer
Ann Marriott and Ivan Harold
Quartermalne.

BUS SERVICE IN SWAN ELECTORATE
Improvement

17. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is any consideration being given

to-
(a) improve the bus services to-

(i) Eden Hill, Caversham;
0Ii) Hazelmere, Bushmead,

Koongasnia;
(iii) Middle Swan, Swan View;

(b) providing shelter on bus
routes for passengers using
bus services in winter and
summer?

(2) Will he advise proposal, if any?
Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) The trust is continually giv-

ing consideration to the im-
proving of bus services.
The patronage of the existing
services and the potential of
the district do not warrant
any improvement to services
to Eden Hill, Caversham,
Hazelmere, or Bushmead.
The Koongamia service wll
be extended into the centre of
the area if and when roads
are improved.
When the new terminal at
Midland is complete, there will
be some Improvement to the
Middle Swan and Swan View
services.

(b) In conjunction with the local
authorities, 150 bus shelters
were provided during the last
financial year. Plans are In
hand for an additional 150
during this year.

(2) Answered by (1).

TRADE WIT INDONESIA
Tonnlages

18. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:
(1) What was the tonnage of goods

exported from Western Australia
to Itidonesia during the last
financial year?

(2) What were these goods?
(3) What was the tonnage of goods

imported into Western Australia
from Indonesia during the last
financial year?

(4) What was the nature of these
goods?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Items of trade are available on a

value basis, but not always on a
tonnage basis. Aggregate tonnages
for Western Australian exports to,
and imports from, Indonesia are
not recorded.

(2) Offial. preliminary statistics
showing exports from Western
Australia to Indonesia for the
financial year ending 30th June,
1968, are as follows:-

Co~modity Unit Quantity Value

Stone-crushing ninciines .. .. .... 107,994
Wheaten flour-plain white .... cental 100,776 347,30$
All other commoities .. 19,778

Total............. 470

(3) Answered by (1).
(4) Official preliminary statistics

showing imports from Indonesia
to Western Australia for the
financial year ending 30th June,
1968, are as follows:-

Commodity Unit Quantity Value

OILS and other products or the
distillation of coal tar, min-
ersl tar, petroleumO, etc.

Petroleumo produts-
Aviation gasoline (aviation

epirit) ... .. ... gallon
Mlineral turpentine (wvblte

Spirit) - I .I gallon
Mineral waxes (paraffin) ... lb.

Sawlaga and venetr logs, In
the rough-non-conifer ... sup. ft.

Sisal, raw or processed hut not
spun...........cwt.

Tea......................lb.
All other commodities

Total...... ..

a

.. 25,001

014,828

115,980
697,053

101,982

5BS
254,709

158,921

13,492
25,942

7,000

3,944
04,789
18,210

a4s,30s

SCHOOLS IN KIMBERLEY
ELECTORATE

Student Numbers
19. Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) Hlow many secondary school

students are currently receiving
tuition at the following primary
schools-

Wyndham;
Kununurra;
Hall's creek:
Cockatoo Island;
Koolan Island?

(2) In relation to the towns detailed
above, does the Education Depart-
ment record the number of
secondary school students who
normally reside in these towns
but attend high schools in other
areas?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Wyndham-12.

Kununurra-I 8.
Hall's Creek-ill (special pre-

vocational native children).
Cockatoo Island-S.
Koolan Island-3.

(2) No.

a1a
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HEAD RESTRAINTTS IN MOTOR
VEHICLES

Government Action
20. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Police:
(1) Is he aware that the U.S. Depart-

ment of Transportation has estab-
lishedi a new motor vehicle safety
standard requiring head restraints
to be provided in all passenger
cars manufactured after the 31st
December, 1968. (Australian Auto-
mobile Association Newsletter Vol.
19 page 6 of No. 4)?

(2) As these are presumably con-
sidered an effective means of pre-
venting neck or spinal cord injury
arising from rear of vehicle col-
lision, what measures are con-
templated regarding installation
of this type of head restraint in
this State?

(3) Is legislation or a regulation con-
templated to make such fitting
compulsory by-
(a) the owner of a vehicle;
(b) the retailer of a vehicle?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig)
replied:
(1) I am aware of the existence of

U.S. Federal Standard No. 515/22,
Head Restraint for Automotive
Vehicles, but was not previously
aware of the date of appkication,

(2) The Australian Motor Vehicle
Design Advisory Panel is cur-
rently considering this matter to-
gether with other U.S. Federal
standards and will eventually
make an appropriate recommenda-
tion to the Australian Transport
Advisory Council.

(3) It can be anticipated that arn
Australian design rule for head
restraint will ultimately be incor-
porated in the Australian Motor
Vehicle Standards Committee
draft regulations, following which
all States and Territories will be
expected to adopt the rule into
their own legislation. This being
so, the normal practice would be
to give manufacturers a lead time
by which vehicles would have to
comply with the design rule before
first registration.

AUSTRALIAN MOTOR VEHICLE
SAFETY AGENCY

Western Australian Representation
21. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Police:
(1) Is he aware of the formation of

the Australian Motor Vehicle
Safety Agency?

(2) If aware, what Western Australian
representation has or will this
State have upon that council?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr, Craig)
replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Western Australia will not have

a representative on the panel.
which consists of persons repre-
senting a particular field of
experience rather than State
interests.
I might add, however, that this
information will be fed back to
the other States.

SOUTH F'REMANTLE POWER STATION

Estimated Cost
22. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister

for Electricity:

Adverting to my question of the
29th August, 1967, and his reply
in part "that the cost of comple-
tion of South Fremantle Power
Station was $16,018,000"-

Can he make known the cost of
the station excluding precipita-
tors and coal handling plant
including locomotive?

Mr. NAI.DER replied:
NO.

MUJA POWER STATION
Fuel Oil Tonna ges

23. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:

What are the monthly tonnages
of fuel oil used at Muja Power
Station since the station com-
menced operations?

Mr. NALDER replied:
1965- Tons

July .... ... 940
August .. 620
September ... ... Nil
October ...... 219
November ... 512
December ... 42

1966-
January
February ..
March
April ....

May ..
June ..
July ..
August
September
October ..
November
December

45
112

61
96
74
52
54
42
52
50
40
89
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1967-
January ..
February ..
March
April ..
May ..
June ..
July
August
September
October ..
November
December

1968-
January ..
February
March ..
April ..
May ..
June

135
34

143
177
86
86
87
56
81
68
49
62

117
81278
80

184
155

IRON ORE
Ra Transport: morawa-Gerald ton

24. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the distance by rail from

Morawa to Geraldton?
(2) Did the iron ore company involved

make any financial contribution
to Government rolling stock used
in the transport of iron ore?

(3) if "Yes," what amount of finance
was involved?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
<1) 127 miles. (The distance from

Westmine to Geraldtcn is 136
miles).

(2) and (3) it is assumed the trans-
port of iron ore referred to is
that from Koolanooka. Hills to
Geraldton, the company involved
therefore being Western Mining
Corporation Limited. This com-
pany, in accordance with the
provisions of the Iron Ore (Taller-
ing Peak) Agreement Act, 1964,
has provided two diesel locomo-
tives and appropriate rolling stock
(44 wagons). The company is not
obliged to declare costs incurred
in meeting these requirements.

BAUXITE
Freight Rate: Serpentine-Jarrahdale-

Ktntna

25. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the present rail freight

on bauxite from Serpentine-
Jarrabdale area to Swinana?

(2) What is the distance by rail for
the two rail points mentioned
above?

(2) What is the present annual
tonnage transported by rail?

(4) Did the company mining the
bauxite make any financial con-
tribution to-
(a) Government rolling stock;
(b) construction of railway?

(6) If "Yes," what was the amount of
finance involved?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) From No. 1 crusher-42c per ton.

From No. 2 crusher-48c per ton.
(2) 28 miles and 32 miles.
(3) For year ended the 30th June,

1968-1,491,818 tons.
(4) and (5) If "financial contribu-

tion" is intended to mean a non-
repayable contribution, the answer
is in the negative. It is necessary
to explain; however, that the
railway from Kwinana to Jarrab-
dale was extended as authorised
by the Act (No. 62 of 1967), and
in accordance with the provisions
of the Alumina Refinery Agree-
ment Act, 1961-67, which requires
the company to extend the track
and Provide certain rolling stock.
The cost involved will require to
be refunded to the company, with
interest, over a period of teni years.

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Terms of B.HIP. Agreement

26. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:

Under the terms of B.H.P. Agree-
ment No. 67 of 1960-
(a) How much electricity has

been purchased each year by
the State Electricity Commis-
sion since the operation of
the agreement; and

(b) What was the price per unit
of electricity each year?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Year ending the 30th June, 1967-
8,742,600 units at .8719c per unit.
Year ending the 30th June, 1968-
61,824,250 units at .6087c Per unit.
unit.

POWER STATIONS
Comparative Costs of Production

27. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for
Electricity:

In your reply to my question of
the 31st July, 1988, you advised
me of the production costs per
unit of electricity for the follow-
ing power stations-South Fre-
mantle, East Perth, Bunbury, Col-
lie, and Muja-
(1) At what dates weref the costs

applicable?
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(2) What percentage of coal and
oil was consumed at the
South F'remantle station
when the unit charge for
electricity was calculated?

(3) What percentage is coal,
ignoring freight, in the cost
of production of a unit of
electricity at South Pre-
mantle, East Perth, and Bun-
bury power stations?

(4) What Percentage is freight.
ignoring coal, in the cost of
production of a unit of elec-
tricity at the South Fre-
mantle, East Perth, and Bun-
bury Power stations?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) 9 months to the 31st March, 1968.
(2) Coal-SB per. cent.

011-42 per cent.

(3) East Perth ..
South Fremantle ..
Bunbury

(4) East Perth ..
South Fremantle ..
Bunbury

Per Cent.
11.8
12.0

... 44.0
Per Cent.

12.4
.. 12.3
... 28.4

PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE
Provision South of River

28. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:
(1) In view of the anticipated residen-

tial development envisaged south
of the river, have preliminary in-
vestigations been made concern-
ing the provision of a passenger
rail service for the future in this
area?

(2) Is it anticipated that passenger
trains will eventually be used on
the standard gauge between Kew-
dale and the Swinana-Rocking-
ham area?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) This matter has been referred to

the Metropolitan Region Plan-
ning Authority.

(2) No.

STATE HOUSING COMMISSION
Land in Clontari

29. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for
Housing:

Of the reported 228 acres of un-
developed State Housing Com-
mission land currently available
in the electorate of Clontarf, how
many acres of this land were
located within the boundaries of
the 1966 Canning electorate?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
1671 acres.

GOVERNMENT OFFICERS

Salaries

30. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:

(1) What are the salaries at the pre-
sent time of officers in the Public
Service who on the 1st July, 1965,
were in receipt of salaries of
$6,500 or nearest thereto in the-
(a) administrative and clerical;
(b) general;
(c) professional
divisions?

(2) What are the salaries at the pre-
sent time of-
(a) school teachers;
(b) police officers,
who on the 1st July, 1965, were
in receipt of salaries of $6,500 or
nearest thereto?

(3) How many persons who are paid
by the Crown are in receipt of
salaries in excess of $6,500?

Mr. BRAND replied: $
(1) (a) Administrative division-

1st July, 1965
Current .

(b) General division-
not applicable.

(c) Professional division-
1st July, 1965 ..
Current
(under review on
occupational group
basis.)

(2) (a) School teachers-
1st July, 1965
Current

(b) Police officers-
1st July, 1965
Current

(3) 1,359.

-6,668
.. 8,390

6,618
7,261

-- 6,498
... 7,135

6,661
'7,998

TOURISM IN THE NORTH-WEST
Special Grant

31. Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Tourists:
(1) Was a special grant made this

year by the Tourist Development
Authority for the development of
tourism in the north-west?

(2) If "Yes." is he prepared to make
a similar grant for the develop-
ment of tourism in the south-
west?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) The Tourist Development Auth-

ority has commissioned a research
organisation to conduct a tourist
survey of the north-west during
1968-69.
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(2) No. It is not proposed to under-
take any further projects of this
nature until the present survey is
completed and the report has been
analysed.

STATE SCHOOLS
Attendances, and Government Subsidies

32. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) How many children attend-

(a) primary;
(b) junior high;
(c) senior high
schools in this State?

(2) What amounts of money were
paid by the Government to each
of these categories of schools, by
way of subsidy only, for-
(a) library books;
(b) physical education equipment,
for each of the last three years?

(3) What amounts of money were paid
for-
(a) books; and
(b) equipment,
other than by subsidy, for these
categories of schools for each of
the last three years?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Primary schools in the State's

Government schools system com-
prise primary schools and junior
high schools.
(a) Primary 103.113.
(b) Junior high-

(i Primary children 9,964.
(ii) Secondary children 4,183.

Secondary schools are categorised
into high schools and senior high
schools--
(a) High schools 10,834.
(b) Senior high schools 30.892.

(2) Acco~inting statistics for library
books and physical education
equipment are only kept in the
following form:-

(1) Primary........23,340 24,115
(11) Secondary .. 14,538 i2,088

(b) Statistics are not segregated.
Total expenditure -. 5,112 6,381

(3) Library books-
(a) S

(i) Primary ............... 33.492 18.037
(ii) Secondary 5 . ,474 13,068

(b) No separate statistics are kept for this item.

28,357
15,103

7,520

$
18,883
20,482

ALDEHYDES AND KETON"ES
Existence in Human Body, and Effect

33. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Do aldehydes and ketones nor-

mally exist in the human body
metabolism?

(2) If not in normal existence can they
be induced or are they known to
occur in the human body?

(3) if so, how?
(4) What effect do aldehydes or

ketones have on' the human
system?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Answered by (1).
(4) Aldehyde and ketone groups occur

in a number of vitamins and hor-
mones, and hence are essential in
the metabolism of the human
body. Acetoacetic acid plays an
essential role in the utilisation of
Sugar in the body. However, it
and the related ketone bodies,
hydroxybutyric acid and acetone,
accumulate in abnormal amounts
in the body in the disease diabetes
mellitus. In abnormal amounts
they can make the blood acid and
without medical treatment can
lead to dehydration and coma.

SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS
Comnpilation and Withdrawal

34, Mr. Hl. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) How many secondary school text-

books, initially termed as trial
texts, have been compiled by the
Education Department?

(2) Which of. these texts have been
withdrawn from the Government
Printer and placed with private
printers?

(3) What has been the increased cost
to students for each of the pub-
lications where this has occurred?

Mr. LEI&VS replied:
(1) Mathematics ... ... .. 28

Social studies (reduced to 3
by combination) .... .... 13

Health education .... .. 3
Science .... .... .... 3

Total .... .... ... 37

(2) Scietice for 1st, 2nd and 3rd years.
(3) 1st year book . ... .... .... 100

2nd year book .. -.. Nil
3rd year book .... ... . c

SEWERAGE IN SWAN
ELECTORATE

Extension
35. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) What is the furthermost point

sewerage Services aWc available to
residents in--
(a) eastern district, Midland;
(b) northern districts, Caversham,

and Mddle Swan?
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(2) Has the sewerage system been
extended to the limit in the above
districts?

(3) Are any plans being made to
extend sewerage in an easterly or
northerly direction?

(4) When will plans be put into
operation?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) (a) Hushby Street between Great

Eastern Highway and Morri-
son Road.

(b) Muriel and Cole Streets.
(2) Proposals are being prepared by

consulting engineers for the sewer-
ing of land eastwards of Bushby
Street.

(3) In addition to (2) above, long-
term planning allows for addi-
tional areas to be served by the
future northern scheme.

(4) Implementation of planning is de-
pendent on availability of funds,
and no firm programme can be set
at present.

HOUSING LAND FOR NATIVES
Eden Hill and Victoria Park

36. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Native Welfare:
(1) Has land set aside for native wel-

fare activities at Benara, Road,
Eden Hill, and Alday Street, Vic-
toria Park, been sold?

(2) If "Yes," will he state when the
sales were made?

(3) If "No," could the land be used
to build homes and fiats for
natives?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) to (3) Lot 27, flenara Road,

Beechboro, was sold in July, 1964.
Lot 17, Benara Road, Beechboro,
was sold in June, 1967.
Reserve 22529, Alday Street, Vic-
toria Park, was exchanged with
the Education Department in
1960.

POLICE HOUSING
Kalgoorlie

37. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Mdinister
for Police:
(1) Are any houses to be acquired or

built in Kalgoorlie this year for
accommodation of his depart-
ment's officers at Kalgoorlie?

(2) If so, how many?
Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-
plied:
(1) and (2) No, but representations

have been made by the commis-
sioner for an annual grant of
funds to provide housing for
police officers in country areas.

STATE SCHOOLS
Grouped Classes

38. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Education:

Can he give an indication of how
many grouped classes exist in
State schools, exclusive of one-
teacher schools, special classes,
and native schools, at the present
time?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
At February, 1988, there were
1,051 grouped classes.

BUNBURY AND MUJA POWER
STATIONS

Price of Fuel Oil
39. Mr. JONES asked the Minister for

Electricity:
What is the Price of fuel oil used
at the Bunbury and Muja power
stations?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The price of fuel oil is confiden-
tial.

STATE HOUSING COMISSION
Assistance: Debarment of Applicants

40. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) On what grounds, other than in-

come, does the State Housing
Commission debar applicants
from assistance?

(2) Who decides what such grounds
will be?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Proven poor payment history.

(b) Unacceptable standards of
domestic hygiene and/or care
of Property.

(c) Unacceptable standards of
social behaviour.
Such standards are assessed
on those of the community in
which the accommodation is
applied for.

(2) The commission.

ENDOWMENT LANDS
Areas Held

41. Mr. LAPHAM asked the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What endowment land is held

by-
(a) Perth City Council;
(b) other local government au-

thorities within the metro-
politan area;

(c) the University of W.A.?
(2) What is the area in each instance

and where is the location?



[Tuesday, 13 August, 1968.] 1

Mr. BOVELL replied:
The Information supplied relates
to the original land recorded In
the Lands Department as being
set aside as endowment to the
various authorities.
No records are kept in the Lands
Department on subsequent dis-
posals by these authorities.

1) (a) Granted to the Perth City Council by the Crown.
Area

a. r. p
Reserve 7739-Leederviile Lot 1615 3 2 6
Reserve 9390(-Leederville-Swan

Location 2124 -. 3o 1920 81 0 5.6
for the City of Perth-

Swan Location loll -City Beach 2,281 0 0
Perth Locations 571, 585, 617

and 691, Perthshire locations
AK and portion Locations AL

() and AM-City Beach 1,290 Q 0

Reserve Locality Authority
"B"3 261 Guilidford- Guildford Shire 37 0 0

Swan
671 Cockburn Fremantle City 9)34 0 0

Sound Council
8697 Fremantle Fremantle City 0 0 8.8

Council
17664 North Fre- FremsAntle City 0 1 4

mantle Council
21957 Cockburu Fremtantle City 23 3 5

Sound Council
20700 North Fre- Fremnantle City 0 0 10

mantle Council
"B"' 1202 Cottesloe. Cotteslon Town 7 1 0

Council
3894 Canning .. Canning Shire 100 0 33
9397 Sohiaco . Subiaco City 95 3 12.3

council
22473 Daglish ... Sublaco City 4 2 33

Council
23115 Daglias .. Subiaco City 36 1 20.7

Council
2821 South Perth South Perth 0 0 33.8

City Council
Lec) Reserved for the University of W.A.
Reserve "B " Swan Location 1715, 93 0 0

7137 Hollywood
Reserve 8475 Karralcatta.......60 0 0
Deseve 0140 North Fremnantle .. 131 23 6
Deserve 0300 Swan Locations 2103, 886 0 0

2104, Shenton Park
Reserve 9366 Cockburn Sound 540, 233 0 0

Melville
Reserve 27433 Swan Location 7713, 12 2 34

Nedlauds
' Granted in fee simple to University.

Hamilton Dill..... ..... a o7 0
Somerville Fine Plantation........2200 0 0
North Fremuantle...... ...... 48 0 0
Deglish..............27 0 0
Shenton Park...........360 0 0

" Information supplied by University of W.A.

(2) Answered in (1) (a) to (c3).

HOUSING
Land at Carnarvon : Subdivision

42. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister far
Lands:
(1) What area of land has the Lands

Department subdivided at Car-
narvon in the MacLead, Rubble
Street, and adjoining areas to-
wards the sea for housing?

(2) What area of land in this area
has been set aside far-
(a) adult recreation;
(b) children's play and recreation

grounds?

Mr. BOVELL'replied:
(1) Portion of the area south of

Rubble Street of approximately 25
acres which was formerly Carnar-
von Lot 502, Reserve 14342, set
aside for "Explosive Magazine
Site" and subsequently cancelled,
has been designed and surveyed
and made available to the State
Housing Commission for 68 resi-
dential sites.

(2) (a) and (b),
No land has been set aside for
",adult recreation" or "children's
play and recreation grounds"
although approximately 34 acres
have been left vacant in addition
to provision of land for roads.

43. This question was postponed.

PORT AT DAMPIER
Complaints by Ships' Officers and

Fishermen

44. Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister
for Transport:
(1) Has he or the State Shipping

Service received pro~tests or com-
plaints lodged by ship's officers
regarding treatment received
from port officials or other com-
pany officials at Dampier?

(2) If "Yes," how mnany-
(a) written;
(b) verbal
complaints have been lodged and
what is the nature of the com-
plaints?

(3) Will he table the written com-
plaints?

(4) Does he know of any complaints
laid against the Dampier port
control by fisherman; if so, will
he supply details?

(5) Are the masters of State Ships
permitted without company per-
mission to load catches of fish
from fishing boats whilst they
are within the area of the port
controlled by the company?

Mr.
(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

O'CONNOR replied:
Yes.
one written complaint in August,
1967.
The report concerned is considered
to be an internal service opera-
tional document and not of the
type which should be tabled.
No.
The service has loaded catches of
fish from fishing vessels at
arranged rendezvous within the
area. The company's permission
has not been sought nor has it
raised any objection.
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M.V . .. angaroo loaded prawns
from the Yalata off Courtney
Head (inside King Bay) recently,
on the 3rd June, 1968.

PERTH RAILWAY STATION
Lowering: Government Commitment

45. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:
(1) To what extent is the Government

irrevocably committed by the
letter of intent which it has been
agreed will be given to W.A.
Development Corporation in con-
nection with the selection of that
company to sink the railway?

(2) If when detail proposals are sub-
mitted such are unacceptable to
the Government, what obligations
will then fall upon the Govern-
ment in relation to the company?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) The letter is being drafted for

consideration by the Government.
(2) The obligation, if any, has still

to be determined.

TROPIC OF CAPRICORN
Latitude Variation

46A. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Lands:

What is the most northerly and
the most southerly points of lati-
tude to which the Tropic of
Capricorn moves each year, due
to the variation of the earth's
irregular rotation on its axis?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
The latitude of the Tropic of
Capricorn does not fluctuate up
and down within any one year.
Rather it is a slow fluctuation
over a considerable number of
years, for instance-

The value in 1900 was 230 27'
8".
The value in 1943 was 23' 26'
48".
The value in 1967 was 230 26'
37,'.
The value in 1982 is estimated
at 23' 28' 30".

It has been calculated that the
mean latitude of the Tropic of
Capricorn over the period from
the Year 1950 to the year 2000
will approximate 230 26' 30".
This value is recommended by the
Australian Mapping Council as a
definite line fixed for all purposes,
which recommendation is cur-
rently being considered by Aus-
tralian Governments.

MT. NEWMAN TOWNSITE
True Bearing

46B. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Lands:

What is the geographical position
latitude and longitude of the
cenitre of the townsite reserve of
Mt. Newman?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
Position of the centre of Mt. New-
man townsite-

Latitude 23' 21' 09".
Longitude 119' 43' 56".

PRISONERS
Escapees

47. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Police:

During each of the last three
years respectively bow many
prisoners have escaped from-
(a) custody:
(b) gaol?

Mr. O'CONNOR (for Mr. Craig) re-
plied:

Period: the 1st July, 1965 to the
30th June, 1968.

Year police
Station
Lock ups

1905-66 17
196(3-67 23
1067-08 ... .. so

Total... ....... 70

Gaol

10
21

03

While in
Transit to

Lockups
and Gaol.

4
S
7

14

Gaols Include-
Fremantle Prison.
Albany Regional Gaol.
Broome Gaol.
Oeraldton Gaol.
Karnet Rehabilitation Centre.
Pardellup Prison Farm.
Hartons Mill prison.

In Transit Includes--
During escorts.
Conveyance to lockups.
Alter arrest.

KIM'BERLEY ELECTION
Irregular Voting

48. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is not the act of falsely Personat-

ing any person to secure a ballot
Paper to which the personator is
not entitled regarded as a serious
offence for which a penalty of
imprisonment not exceeding two
years is provided?

(2) As an aboriginal voter who was
not George Widdjoe entered the
Polling booth at Gogo Station
during the' recent State general
election with a 'how-to-vote" card
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for the Liberal candidate with the
name of George Widdjoe typed on
it and sought to claim to vote in
the name of George Widdjoe, No.
2659 on the Kimberley roll, was
this not an instance of persona-
tion?

(3) As George Widdjoe did not vote
at the election, was this not
strongly suggestive that the person
who gave the aboriginal who was
not George Widdioe a "how-to-
vote" card prepared with the
name of George Widdjoe typed
on it was aware that George
Widdjoe would not himself be
voting and was therefore conspir-
ing in the personation of that
voter?

(4) Did the presiding officer at Gogo
report the personation of George
Widdjoe?

(5) If "No," will he call for a report
and table it in the Rouse when
it is received?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Prima facie, Yes, depending on

the circumstances.
(2) The question asserts certain facts

of which the Chief Electoral
Officer has no present knowledge,
but he will cause Inquiries to be
made and the honourable mem-
ber will be advised of the result
in due course.

(3) As for (2).
(4) The Chief Electoral Officer has

received no such report.
(5) See answier to (2).

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE
PORT AT DAMPIER

Complaints by Ships' OffIcers and
Fishermen

1. Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. Bickerton) asked
the Minister for Transport:

Further to my question 44 (3) on
today's notice paper, will he supply
copies of replies to any written
complaints that may have been
lodged?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
I thank the honourable member
for notice of the question, the
answer to which is as follows--

No written reply was issued.
The matter was discussed with
the officer concerned.

Hamersley Mining Company's
Regulations

2. Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. Bickerton) asked
the Minister for Works:

Adverting to question 25 of the
7th August, in view of his refusal
to table a copy of the regulations

covering the port of flampier on
the grounds that the regulations
were still under consideration, will
he advise-
(1) Are Hamersley Iron regula-

tions 23 (A) and (B), 35, and
37 at present operative at the
port?

(2) On what dates were these
regulations gazetted and
tabled in Parliament in ac-
cordance with conditions laid
down in the Iron Ore (Ham-
eraley Range) Agreement
Act?

(3) If they have not been gazetted
and tabled, and are in fact
operating, would they not be
ultra vires the Act; if not,
why not?

(4) Will he reconsider his decision
concerning the tabling of a
copy of the company's regula-
tions in view of the fact that
regulations obviously exist for
the control of Dampier port?

Mr, COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:

I thank the honourable member
representing the member for Pil-
bara. for notice of his question,
and on behalf of the Minister for
Works the answers are as to]-
lows:-
(1) to (4). No by-laws have yet

been approved and the com-
pany is acting under the terms
of the agreement whereby if
no by-laws are made or are
in force then use of the wharf
and facilities can be made
available to the State and
third parties by the company,
upon reasonable terms and at
reasonable charges. Pending
final agreement on the form
of the by-laws, the company
is operating under conditions
substantially in the form of
regulations that apply In
other ports. A copy of these
conditions is given by the
company to all port users and
one will be made available for
the honourable member.

PERTH RAILWAY STATION
Area Redevelopment: Leasehold Purchase

3. Mr. CASH asked the Premier:
My question concerns the pro-
posal to redevelop the Perth 'rail-
way station area- What consid-
erations were given to releasing
the land to the Western Australia
Development Corporation under
long-term leasehold purchase
rather than by a freehold rights
agreement?
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Mr. BRAND replied:
Every consideration was given.
However, it was impracticable for
private companies to arrange
finance for the project under
leasehold arrangements.

Lowering: Government Commitment
4. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:

With reference to question 45 on
today's notice paper, when the let-
ter of intent has been drafted
and a decision made by the Gov-
ernment, will the Premier table
a copy of the letter in this
House?

Mr. BRAND replied:
We will write the letter first and
make a decision afterwards.

DECENTRALISATION OF INDUSTRY

Government's Plan
5. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
With reference to a statement
made by the Minister for Lands
to the Good Neighbour Council
on Saturday, could the Minister
tell us what the Government's
regional plan is for decentralisa-
tion of industry, and when it is
likely to be implemented?

Mr. COURT replied:
I am not quite clear of the pur-
port of the honourable member's
question, but if I judge aright
he wants information regarding
the Government's plans for the
regional development of industry.
It is implicit in the Government's
policy that it Proceeds on a sys-
tem of regional development
which is the most logical form
of decentraizsation. This has, in
fact, been implemented very
vigorously ever since the Govern-
ment has been in Power.

PORT OF DAMPIER

Control by Company

6.Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

My question relates to a reply
given by the minister for Works
last Wednesday to a question
asked by the member for Pilbara
which referred to certain regula-
tions purported to be made by
Hamersley Iron for the port of
Dampier. It also has reference to
the answer given this afternoon
by the Minister for Industrial
Development to questions asked
by the member for Victoria Park
on behalf of the member for
Pilbara.

I would ask the Clerk to hand
this photostat copy to the Minister
and ask him whether he has Seen
a copy of these regulations issued
by Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd. on the
14th October, 1965.

Mr. COURT replied:
I do not know what the objective
of the Leader of the Opposition is.
I have, from time to time, seen a
number of documents regarding
the operations of the Ramersley
Iron Project. It would be foolish
if I said I had seen every one,
including this particular one, be-
cause they pass over my desk bY
the dozen.
If the honourable member desires
I will have research made and
advise him accordingly. I think
he asked whether I had seen these
documents.

Mr. Tonkin: I asked you whether You
had seen this document.

Mr. COURTi: I have seen the docu-
ments the company Put forward
concerning by-laws under its
agreement with the Government.
I think the honourable member is
getting his wires crossed as to the
by-laws under the ratified agree-
ment and the conditions under
which the company is operating
now.

7. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

Will he refer to the photostat
copy of the document I have sup-
plied and answer whether or not
it purports to be regulations for
the Port of King Bay? I would
like the Minister to answer the
question and not hedge.

Mr. COURT replied:
I amn trying to answer the ques-
tion, but I will answer it in my
own way, which is my right. I am
not going to express an opinion on
a legal matter. Here it refers to
regulations.

Mr. Tonkin: I will give you an assur-
ance it is a Photostat copy.

Mr. COURT: I do not care whether it
is a Photostat copy or a duplicate.
I am trying to answer the honour-
able member's question and be
helpful.

Mr. Tonkin: You are very helpful.
Mr. COURT: I think the Leader of the

Opposition is getting a bit mixed.
Mr. Tonkin: I am not getting a bit

mixed at all.

SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie): Order! I
will not permit interruptions
while the Minister is trying to
answer the question.
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Mr. COURT: With all due respect I
think the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is getting mixed with the
by-laws under the provisions of
the agreement ratified by Parlia-
ment and the conditions under
which the company is operating
the port and which, as I have ex-
plained on behalf of the Minister
for Works, is pending an agree-
ment with the company on the
form of by-laws. They are two
different things.

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Esperanee Port Authority Bill.
2. Geraldton Port Authority Bill.

Bills Introduced, on motions by Mr.
Court (Minister for Industrial De-
velopment), and read a first time.

ADDRESS -IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the '7th August,
on the following motion by Mr. Ridge:-

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech be
agreed to:-

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) 15.7 p.m.];
I would like to take this opportunity to
offer you, Mr. Speaker, my congratulations
on your appointment to your high posi-
tion in this Parliament, and to wish you
a happy and rewarding period of service.
To all new members in the Chamiber I
extend my good wishes, and I also trust
that they have a happy and rewarding
time serving their respective constitu-
encies while they are in Parliament.

It is my intention to use this opportun-
ity to draw the attention of the House
to the wonderful success this State has en-
joyed, and the very considerable reward
that must accrue to everybody in the
State as a result of the sound housekeep-
ing and administration, and the tremend-
ous amount of hard work that has been
done, by those responsible for directing
the aff airs of the State over the past
nine years-it is, in fact, almost a decade.

When we consider the situation that
obtained when the Government came
into power we are reminded of a state of
affairs which, to say the least, was very
bad indeed. The coffers of the Treasury
were very low, and tremendous problems
faced any Government which took office
nine years ago.

It is with pleasure that we now look
back and say to ourselves that although
there are many problems yet to be solved,
the present Government has very materi-
ally produced a result of which I am sure
everybody is proud.

It is not my intention to knock the
Opposition; I do not believe in doing that.
I1 feel that we should be constructive in
our thinking and in our approach. I am
prepared to acknowledge that the post-
war years were extremely difficult so far
as the development of the State was con-
cerned. It could perhaps be said, or
argued, that the facilities and the where-
withal were not available at that time
to the same extent as they are today. But
let me hastily remind members that when
the present Government had the oppor-
tunity it seized it with both hands; and,
with diligent application and hard work,
it has produced results which, even in our
wildest imagination, we would not have
thought possible. I am very proud to be
able to associate myself with such de-
velopment.

I recall that members of the Opposition,
on several occasions have tried to goad the
members of the back benches to get up
and say something, obviously in the hope
that if we got up we would put our foot
in it. I would point out, however, that
the back-benchers on this side of the House
are capable of a little bit of solid thinking.

Mr. Jamieson. I knew that some of the
Ministers were sick, but I did not know
they were that sick.

Mr. DUNN: It is to the good if I have
succeeded in making the honourable mem-
ber sick! I am proud to stand here and
support the Government in what it has
done.

MrX. Graham: You would get shot if you
said anything else.

Mr. DUNN: The Government's record is
a pretty good one. It is obvious and
natural that the Opposition should try
to refute that record, and it is equally
obvious that members on the opposite side
of the H-ouse are finding it increasingly
difficult to attack the Government on
matters of moment.

I would like to draw the attention of
the House to a few figures. I1 will not
quote numbers of figures, but sufficient
to illustrate what we have come to regard
as something quite normal in the pro-
g-ress of the State; so much so, that it
has come to be accepted without question
that the development should have natur-
ally been ours.

When we consider the figures I am about
to give we will have an appreciation and
understanding of what Iv creating the
problem of housing in the State today. If
we relate these figures to the question of
housing we will find that we are at the
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moment suffering a very natural problem,
which, I am sure, the Government will
handle in its own admirable manner.

Between the years 1961 and 1987 there
has been an increase of 17.3 per cent. in
Western Australia's population. This is
almost a 20 per cent. increase. The per-
centage increase of population in Australia
as a whole during that period was 11.8 per
cent. The wage and salary earners in-
creased by 28.3 per cent. in Western Aus-
tralia as against 20.5 per cent. in Australia.
The increase in retail sales was 52.4 per
cent, in Western Australia and 34.9 per
cent. in Australia as a whole, Personal
income increased by 70 per cent. in West-
ern Australia as against the Australian
figure of 52.6 per cent. The increase in
primary production was '70 per cent. in
Western Australia and 43.2 per cent. in
Australia: while secondary production in-
creased by 73.6 per cent. in Western Aus-
tralia and by 57.5 per cent. in Australia
as a whole. The increase in savings bank
deposits was 105 per cent, in Western
Australia as against 82.7 per cent. in
Australia;, and motor vehicle registrations
increased by 109.9 per cent, in Western
Australia and by 73.9 per cent. in Aus-
tralia.

Anyone who imagines that the percent-
age increases for Western Australia, which
I have referred to, and which are
far above those for the other States,
eventuated through the natural turn of
events, or a continuation of the normal
course of development, has obviously not
given thought to this matter. It should
be obvious to every thinking person that
these figures, which indicate the tremen-
dous effort that has been put into devel-
opment, and the grasping of an oppor-
tunity, represent a wonderful monument
to what this Government has done. I am,
therefore, very proud to have this oppor-
tunity to stand foursquare behind the
present Governiment-behind its leader,
arid behind its Ministers.

I admit that we have aL town planning
Problem, and I am sure none of us is
trying to run away from it. It is with
us, but it is being handled properly and
sensibly by the Government; and all rele-
vant facts are being collated. No doubt
in due course a solution will be put for-
ward to satisfy very largely all the re-
quirements. I should point out that this
Problem is born out of the terrific progress
which Western Australia has been experi-
encing. Let us not forget that whilst we
have a housing problem, we have made
wonderful progress in the provision of
educational facilities, Police stations, hos-
pitals, and the like.

In examining the figures for 1955 it Is
true-as the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion pointed out-the Government of that
day made a wonderful spurt in the provi-
sion of housing; but it is equally true that

the rest of the public utilities suffered.
Anyone who examines the figures can
ascertain the facts for himself.

Mr. Graham: Which were the ones that
suffered? Be specific. I know there were
the Serpentine Dam, the Narrows Bridge.
and other projects going on.

Mr. DUNN: I have before me an authori-
tative Government report submitted by the
State Housing Commission-which the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition once ad-
ministered-showing the allocation of loan
funds. In 1955 the percentage of the con-
solidated loan funds available to Western
Australia which was allocated to housing
was 30 per cent.; and the amount allocated
to other works was 68 per cent. In the
1956-57 year the amount allocated to hous-
ing dropped from 30 per cent, to 18 per
cent., while, at the same time, the amount
allocated to other works rose from 68 Per
cent, to 80 Per cent. it was simply a pro-
cess of robbing Peter to pay Paul, and the
large allocaton to housing in 1955 savours
of expediency.

I think it is wrong to compare the figures
for those years with the figures of today,
because they do not line up I have taken
the opportunity to point that out, because
in my view the Government is fully aware
of the problem in relation to housing; but
it will not make thec mistake of rushing in
willy-nilly to allocate a greater proportion
of loan funds at the expense of other pub-
lic works for the sake of expediency. As
with all problems which the Government
handles. I ami sure it will take a good look
at this one before it comes forward with a
reasonable answer. Anyone who imagines
that Governments do not make mistakes
is merely hiding his head in the sand like
an ostrich. Of course Governments make
mistakes. We as a Government are pre-
pared to admit that, and we are prepared
to learn by our mistakes.

Mr. Graham: Not very often!
Mr. DUNN: The figures which I have

given spell the answer: This Government
is making great strides in development.
Where a. State is making rapid progress
and taking tremendous strides ahead of
the other States of Australia, then the
Government of that State is not doing a
bad job.

Mr. Brady: You ought to see the way in
which the natives at Allawali Grove are
progressing!

Mr. DUNN: I have no doubt the natives
at Allawah Grove are protesting. I am
not unmindful that a problem exists. Any-
one who contends that the Department of
Native Welfare is doing nothing to help
these natives should bear in mind that it is
a matter of priorities. The Minister is fully
aware of this problem.

I now turn to the problems relating to
town planning and the Price of land. When
we move into the sphere of town planning
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we come across a tremendous number of
problems. Let us not forget that the
Stephenson Plan is currently being imple-
mented in its entirety. It was first im-
plemented by the Opposition when it was
the Government, and for this I give it
credit. We have been able to follow the
plan to a large degree, and it has pro-
gressed to the stage where It is being
implemented fully. This does not alter the
fact that as the rate of progress in Western
Australia increases, so will the problems
increase.

So far as my electorate is concerned,
the town planning problems seem to be so
numerous that some people wonder
whether we will overcome them; but I have
the firm hope that they will be solved. I
would like to think that in the fullness of
of time the pressure will be taken off some
of the public works requirements, so that
we will be able to pass on to the Town
Planning Department certain of the
revenue which at the present time is being
used so desirably on public works.

I now turn to the question of the price
of land. It is quite clear that if one wishes
to create news value in the sale of land,
one will obviously take the sales of high-
priced land. That is what is being done.Publicity is given to auctions of land in
areas close to the city where available
blocks are relatively few in number. Such
blocks represent the cream of the land that
is available. Under the system of private
enterprise, these are the localities in which
most people desire to live, provided they
can afford it. We find auctions taking
place in those areas, and top prices being
obtained.

One might ask: what has that to do
with the matter I am dealing with? On
the day the Woodlands sales were con-
ducted-about two years ago, when the
price-of-land bubble became prominent-
one of the big auctioneers conducted a
sale at Cannington. The blocks at Can-
ninaton were served by transport, water,
and electricity, and had a school in close
proximity. They were offered at the upset
price of $1,600 each. The auctioneers
erected two large tents to accommodate
the public, but only five people turned up
at the sale and of the blocks not one was
sold.

Mr. ,Jamieson: Whereabouts in Canning-
ton were those blocks? Were some of them
under water?

Mr. DUNN: They were not under water.
They were being auctioned by accredited
estate agents. I am making reference
to this instance In order to point out
that people should not be carried away
with the idea that all land is being sold
at exorbitant Prices. From personal
experience I can say that I have auctioned
land in the town of Icalamunda and its
environs, but the prices obtained were
comparatively low, despite the fact that

all services were available. Today the
position is different, and land in the
Salamunda district is becoming very
popular; consequently the prices are
creeping up.

We should be particularly careful to
refrain from relating the problem of land
prices to the prices obtained at sales
which I regard as sales having a news
value. Not all people who attend auctions
do so for the purpose of buying land;
many of them go to auctions to satisfy
their curiosity or to get some idea of the
value of the land.

I do not go along with the statement
which has been made in the House from
time to time that some people have gone
along to land auctions with $1,000 to $1,500
in their pockets, but on finding the prices
to be too high, have left with their tails
between their legs, so to speak. I venture
to suggest that many people attend
auctions merely to get an idea of the
prices which are obtained, or to enjoy
the experience. It is not correct to say
that all people who attend auctions go
away without having the opportunity to
buy.

One of the biggest problems in regard
to the price of land arises from the pro-
vision of services. I hope the Govern-
ment will take this into account in its
deliberations on the problem of land
prices: the loading of the cost of pro-
viding services onto the prices of land
which has been subdivided is a form of
discriminatory taxation. It is wrong that
the purchaser of land should have to bear
the cost of reticulation, electricity, roads,
and, in some instances, footpaths. These
facilities will, in fact, be used by the
purchaser, but to a large extent by pos-
terity. I hope that some consideration
will be given to placing on local autho-
rities more of the responsibility for the
provision of the roads, footpaths, and
other facilities.

Under the existing method, it seems
to me that posterity will not have to
bear any of the cost. We find the ludi-
crous situation of shires-after a revalua-
tion of properties has been made under
the Public Works Act, based on the cur-
rent market price of land-reducing their
rate in the dollar: so the purpose of strik-
ing a rate and the raising of money under
such systems of taxation is lost. Local
authorities should accept the responsi-
bility for providing roads and footpaths,
because these facilities are used by all
the people of the locality. Surely pos-
terity should be asked to contribute to
the cost of their provision!

It has been said that the cost of pro-
viding the necessary services and faci-
lities is $1,600 to $1,700 per block. That
being the case, it would seem to me it is
time the existing Policy of imposing what
I regard as a discrimninatory tax was looked
into carefully. If we agree that a problem
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exists in regard to the price of land, I
suggest that before any steps are taken
we should be careful to avoid interfer-
ing with the rights and the properties of
the people. We should make sure where
we intend to go.

In this regard I want to read, from a
letter addressed to me, an extract con-
training some pertinent points which I
think we could well ponder. It reads as
follows:-

Throughout the Ages mankind has
prospered when the land has been
fruitful and has starved when it has
proved to be barren. The develop-
ment of land has been a continuous
challenge to man's ingenuity and en-
terprise and all progress may be
measured by his success in taming the
wilderness and transforming soil and
sand, rock and stone, swamps and
deserts, into fitting environments in
which mankind may live, farm, recre-
ate or garden. He may use his par-
ticular speck of the earth's surface for
commercial development in the form
of a factory, a city office building, a
wheat farm, orchard, vegetable garden
or grazing area. Whatever the usage,
the future value of his land will be
a reward for his labour, his enterprise
and his hopes or a just compensation
for the money value that he has in-
vested in it...

Land is the basic requirement for
all types of development. In the
security of land hundreds of millions
of dollars are invested. Dollars de-
rived from life assurance premiums,
superannuation funds, monies held in
trust for widows and beneficiaries of
deceased estates, monies advanced by
building societies from the savings of
small depositors, monies held as de-
posits in savings and trading banks
and monies from numerous other
sources all of which confidently rely
on the security of land as an assur-
ance of safety and security for the
investment of these funds.

it is economically essential there-
fore that no element may be intro-
duced in economic or legislative
spheres which will detract one iota
from the confidence of the Australian
citizen in the value, present and
future, of land and the improvements
on it. Universal acceptance of land
as a safe security far investment alone
makes possible the flow of credit
essential to its development. Once
that confidence is undermined or de-
leteriously affected in any manner the
universal acceptance of land as a
security will be sapped little by little
until public confidence is lost in it
with all the savage aftermath which
follows public doubt in the security of
their investments. These doubts com-
mence as a streamlet and finish as a

torrent, as has been exemplified by,
past runs on bank withdrawals which
few Governments have succeeded ini
stenuning before total damage has re-
sulted.

Those are words of very great wisdom,
and I am sure they contain the reason
the Government has not rushed headlong
into a solution of this problem. I com-
mend those words to everyone in this,
Chamber for their serious consideration.
I feel that we must give this matter serious
consideration before we start toying with
everyone's savings and with the very basis
on which our credit is established. We
must be very careful indeed to ensure that
any action we take will not create a lack
of confidence which could, in very pros-
perous times, result in disaster.

If we accept the words I have Just
quoted as being words of wisdom, then
we must also accept-if there is a charge
against the Government-this reason for
the lack of speed in arriving at a solution,
I feel confident the Government is very
conscious of its responsibilities in regard
to this all-important matter. Let me
hasten to add that these problems are
created as a result of a fantastic rate of
Progress.

I now wish to say a few words on a.
subject which I introduced into this
Chamber two years ago, and for which r
received a nickname. I amn going to talk
about the bash tactics in football. I do not,
wish to dwell on the subject to any great
extent, but I want to say that it must be
evident to everyone that this is becoming
a serious problem. Every now and again
it flares up in the Eastern States, and
there is no doubt that in the last week
or so it has flared up again in this State,

I commend to the Government the
suggestion that if the football adminis-
tration is not capable of keeping a
reasonable control over the situation, we:
ourselves must ensure that laws are
enacted which will make it obligatory
for it to exercise this control; or the
law itself will have to exercise it. The
instances which we continually witness,
not only on the field but also on television,
reflect no credit at all on us. Any-
one who denies that these incidents occur
must be watching the ball all the time,
and not the players.

Mr. Jamieson: Do you think the police
should arrest these people for assault?

Mr. DUNN: If the honourable member
will recall, I have already suggested this.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes.

Mr. DUNN: I even asked a question of
the Minister, who explained that the law,
as it stood at the moment, could not be
conveniently used to do this. As I have
said, this may require the enactment of a
suitable law to establish the necessary
control.

3i6
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I want to conclude by saying that as far
as the bash tactics are concerned, I do
not suppose the players themselves will
support the issue. Some will, I suppose;'
but they are all virile, hard-hitting, young
men. No-one would enjoy the toughness of
the game as much as I do when it comes
to good, clean sport, and provided it is
played within the rules; but I take violent
exception to deliberate abuse of the rules
at the expense of the players who, in many
instances, are not even aware that they
are going to be subjected to such vicious
attacks,

The present state of affairs is not good
for the people, the Players, or the Legis-
lature. It is wrong that the Legislature
should allow the situation to continue. I
feel we should be strong enough to say to
the league officials, 4"You control this prob-
lem, or we will have to do something about
it." It is very sad when these young fel-
lows-the cream of our young men-are
subjected to these blatant attacks; and for
what reason, I would not know.

Mr. Toms: What about when the attacks
are accidental?

Mr. DUNN: The TV films of these
matches can be played back very slowly
and in that way it would be possible to
see exactly what occurred.

Mr. Toms: If it is a fast-moving game,
even that would be difficult.

Mr. DUNN: I venture the opinion that
the bonourable member has been at more
than one football match and has seen the
type of tactics about which I am talking.
I certainly hope that some action will be
taken against those who are making a
mockery of our sport.

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) [5.AD P.m.]:
Firstly I would like to deal with a matter
about which I heard today, as I think it is
rather important in view of the back-
slapping of the Government by the last
honouxable member. He said the Govern-
inent did its best with the facilities at its
command. The matter deals with housing.
and I heard a question by the Federal
member for Stirling. He was referring to
the $5,000.000 request by this Government
being rejected, and the Prine Minister's
answer was rather startling.

He seemed to be mainly concerned about
the fact that, on examination of the
finances, it was ascertained that the State
Housing Commission had not spent any-
where near the money available to it In the
last financial Year. It was his opinion, he
said, that if the additional $5,000,000 were
ranted, it would only serve to increase the
price of housing; and he thought that
would be undesirable-and I do too.

The Prime Minister went on to say he
had gained the impression, through his
advisers, that the materials, the building
tradesmen, and so forth, on which to use
any additional money, would not be readily

available at this juncture. This would ap-
pear to me to be a very damning state-
ment, when we know the position which
exists-and which has existed for some
time.

The Minister has been criticised in this
House for some years on this matter and
we find that the main reason for the re-
jection of the request for more money is
that an examination of the accounts has
revealed that the commission is not spend-
ing all it is receiving now. This is cer-
tainly not much encouragement for those
waiting for homes. The waiting list is
growing, and we have complained about it
night after night.

Although we have already had a. con)-
siderable debate on this subject, I felt this
aspect was worth mentioning. No doubt
the Federal member for Stirling was very
concerned, and he asked a number of
questions to ascertain whether the Gov-
erniment. would reconsider the matter.
especially in view of the proportion of
migrants coming into this State compared
with the total number for the Common-
wealth. It was rather a stinging reply,
to say the least: in other words, what is
the use of giving any more money when
the State cannot spend what it already
has?

It appears to mae that the accounting of
the State Housing Commission and the
administration by the Minister on this
score need to be carefully tidied up so that
we do not have this reaction on any future
occasion.

I would now like to deal briefly with the
report on aspects of local government in
Western Australia by the Local Govern-
ment. Assessment Committee. It would
appear from answers to questions that the
Oovefnment is not keen on doing very
much about this matter. I wonder about
this, because it reminds me somewhat
of the committee which laboured for a long
time and then submitted a report on the
administration of traffic control. That
committee happened to be under the same
Minister and the report was brought down
in spite of the opinion of the Minister.

It appears that the Local Government
Assessment Committee has again sub-
mitted a report which does not agree with
the Minister's ideas. He has made a brie!
comment and, as a consequence, it is
apparent that the report could be quag-
mired. I would say that at this juncture
about the only parts of the report with
which the Minister agrees appear on
page 8 and 5B. Other than those, he is
inclined to believe that things should re-
main as they are.

The members of the committee who are
called upon from time to time are quite
capable men in their field. They spend
long hours and, no doubt, they are paid
for their job, we might say. However,
that is not a great deal of satisfac-
tion if some results do not come forth
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from their efforts. Being retired persons,
they might appreciate retirement more if
they were left to live in peace instead of
spending the considerable time and energy
which they have spent in preparing a re-
port and determining such matters as
they have determined.

I draw the attention of members to
several comments made in the early part
of the committee's statement. These are
contained in the introduction to reports
by the Local Government Assessment
Committee. Under the heading "Question-
naire" the committee says, in part-

While the response to the question-
naire was gratifying, the Committee
was disappointed that councils, with a
few exceptions, did not take up the
challenge posed by some of the ques-
tions. Answers were largely centred
on local problems and there was a
noticeable disinclination to comment
on the broader aspects of local gov-
ernment or to suggest anything that
might interfere with the territory of
other local authorities. Nevertheless
the completed questionnaires provided
the Committee with much useful in-
formation.

Herein lies the problem of reassessment
or re-establishment of local government:
that is, getting people to agree what
should take place over the border. Later
on the committee says-

On the vexed question of bound-
aries, many councillors were reluctant
to propose significant alterations and
relatively few were willing to believe
that there would be any real advan-
tage in substantial changes. Councils
displayed something of a spirit of
comradeship in their reluctance to
suggest that the territory of some
neighbouring councils should be alien-
ated and annexed to others. The
Committee would have appreciated
much more outspoken and uninhibited
comment on this contentious matter.

This, of course, caused the members of the
committee to make decisions of their own
volition with respect to drawing up what
they thought to be the correct number of
local government boundaries both in the
metropolitan area and in country areas.
After the report was completed, of course,
they received plenty of suggestions as to
where the boundaries should be. They had
to contend with suggestions from the
Minister, in addition to those of the people
from the 144 various local authorities,
quite apart from a number of individual
representations.

We have reached the stage where we
are virtually worse off than we were
this time last year, even though we now
have a blueprint to go on. If the Govern-
ment is genuine in its attempt to do any-
thing such as this, the same kind of so-

'n has to be taken as in the case of

a redistribution of parliamentary seats;
that is, once the Government gives a com-
mittee a job to do, surely it should
implement the committee's. proposals. It
is true there may be some small problems
raised by the committee in its findings
and there may need to be minor adjust-
ments as a result of these. The members
of the committee do not go into the
niceties of how much each boundary lot
should consist in the various shires; but.
instead, they generalise in the areas which
they propose should be allocated to the
various local authorities.

Surely, it is desirable to get over this
problem and do something about it. The
longer the Government lets it go, the worse
it will become. We have an absurd central
situation now concerning the City of Perth,
The committee agrees that Subiaco comes
into the City of Perth. In addition it
proposes other variations to the City of
Perth-some of the area is to be lost
to South Perth and some to Belmont. In
general the committee agrees that this
should be the case. However, the six
city councillors on the other side of the
river do not agree with it. They have been
most vociferous on this aspect and, indeed,
they have been associated with as many
meetings as possible in order to cause
dissension amongst the ratepayers with a
view to obtaining support for their cause.

It becomes abundantly clear from a
council Political point of view that, for
the City of Perth, there will be only three
councillors instead of six required on that
side of the river. Of course, that is moti-
vating the action which is being taken by
the six councillors in contradistinction to
the other 21 councillors who are reasonably
satisfied,

I have often said that these matters are
a question, no doubt, of individual prestige.
People who have a position in local gov-
ernment do not like to lose it. People
who are designated Perth City councillors,
somewhat like people who are designated
M.L.A.'s for the time being, do not like
to be disposed of. However, elections come
and elections go and, after parliamentary
red istributions, at least events always seem
to iron themselves out. I fail to see why
this could not occur with local government
boundaries. Within two Years everybody
would be reasonably happy,

However now we have reached the
stage where it is said, "Yes, we agree with
it, but why was this or that done?" Of
course a thousand questions could be asked
as to why the committee drew the lines
which it did draw and made the proposals
which it did make. However, the com-
mittee has clearly indicated that the people
involved were not very keen, before the
report was prepared, to Indicate where new
boundaries should be drawn. Nevertheless,
they are very quick to criticise it now that
it has been prepared.
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If there is any fault it lies with the
ward members of the various shires,
because they were not sufficiently game to
come forward with some Propositions and
put them forward to the committee. As
they were not a party to doing that, at
this juncture they should hold their peace
and be prepared to accept what the com-
mittee has brought down, subject-as I
]have said-to some possible lesser amend-
merits which would not makb a great deal
of difference.

I advocated in the House that there
should be approximately 10 local authori-
ties in the metropolitan area. I do not
know whether the committee was in any
way guided by what I proposed, but in fact
it came out with roughly that number.
I had foreseen, however, a different set
of circumstances with a somewhat smaller
central city council responsible for central
administration, and peripheral councils to
look after the metropolitan area. In any
event, we all have our own ideas on these
matters, and I believe that once the com-
mittee members have made the effort to
bring forth something which is reasonable
in its intent, it is up to the Government
to endeavour to implement it and not be
bogged down by the numerous opinions
which will obviously be put forward. The
longer it is delayed, the more the opinions
which will come forward.

As I have said, we all have our own
ideas. Mr. Speaker, You might not agree
with the disappearance of the fair city of
Subiaco. Other people might not agree
with the disappearance of the rather small
area of Peppermint Grove, and still others
with the disappearance of East Fremantle
and all other places where there is a
parochial interest. However, in the overall
scheme of things, in my opinion it is best
for the citizens of Western Australia that
something should be done; it is so long
since anything has really been done.

of course, there have been a few amal-
gamations. Only a few years ago the
new Act came into being* and it allowed
some of the shires to amalgamate more
easily than previously. As members know,
amalgamations between municipalities and
road districts were very difficult indeed
under the old Acts; and, in any event.'they would have been bard to implement.

I would now like to mention another
topical matter; that is, the proposal by
the Western Australia Development
Corporation to lower the railway through
Perth. Members have seen a model of
the proposed project, which will be ex-
plained later on. I have given the model
more than a cursory glance, and I feel it is
insufficient to enable one at this stage to
gain a good impression. Obviously the
designing architects, Skidmore, Owings
and Merrill of New York did not have
full information available to them when
they designed the complex. For instance,

they have completely disregarded the
future of the north ring road. This is
R very vital consideration when one com-
pares the future situation with some of
their proposals. They will be in a, lot of
trouble if they do not take cognisance of
this fact when dealing with the matter.

As I say, I have had a rather
good look at the scheme and, to
my mind, the Government should adopt
an alternative suggestion. I consider
the Government should conduct what
the Minister for the North-West pre-
fers to call a feasibility study, and it
should be carried out almost immediately.
As far as I am concerned, the Western
Australia Development Corporation has
not put forward a very good proposition
for the citizens of Western Australia.

Despite the criticism that came from
the Country Party and some members of
the Liberal Party with regard to a Previous
proposition of the Western Australia,
Development Corporation, I personally
would have preferred the kind of intense
development-which probably will not be
proceeded with now for some 50 years-to
something like this which can be devel-
oped by any development corporation. If it
is necessary to develop it under a corpora-
tion, surely that body is only an organis-
ing instrumentality. The Western Australia
Development Corporation offers nothing
tangible, except the ability to organise.
Its principles are world renowned in this
respect.

However, it brings in various construc-
tion people, architects, and so on, until
all aspects have been covered. No doubt
the Western Australia Development Cor-
poration has accepted advice from the
New York firm of architects. However.
it would seem to me from the proposed
development of the area that the New
York company has used aerial photos ex-
tensively; because although some build-
ings have been demolished in the last few
years and new buildings have been erected
on the land, the areas are shown on the
model as vacant land. I would be guess-
ing, but it does appear as if aerial photo-
graphs were used extensively in the con-
struction of the model.

my suggestion is not an Original one,
because it has been put forward previously
by town planners. I suggest it is far
better than the proposal to lower the line
in the Centre of the city. The proposal
is that the main line from approximately
East Perth should follow the line of Short
Street and Aberdeen Street and be in-
corporated with the notthern leg of the
ring road system. Many of the resump-
tions have already been made for the pur'-
pose of constructing the ring road system
and the northern leg will be Proceeded
with very shortly. To my thinking there
is no reason why a cutting in line with
the ring road system could not be put
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through that area, which is much higher
than the Perth station area. The north
and south roads could then be re-estab-
lished at their present levels so as not to
interfere with traffic.

The ring road itself could consist of
a carriageway supported over and above
the railway line, which would be down
in the cutting. If this were done, the
line could then be turned back to the
main line at approximately the Thomas
Street Bridge, or just a little east of that
bridge, without resuming very much more
land than would be required for the pre-
sent ring road arid the Hamilton inter-
change.

To my mind that would be a far better
proposition. The Government would be
able to do it and would also be able to
finance it. At the same time, we would
finish up' with a decent sized city park
centrally situated, because of the land
which wbuld be available through the area
where the railway line had been closed,
both where the present West Perth goods
yards are located and also approximately
at the Short Street-Lord Street junction
where a considerable amount of land
would be available for disposal.

In any event it will be necessary for
the ring road to be lifted above the north-
south roads which now exist in order to
allow for a free traffic flow. In concert
with this, I suggest an open cut should
be left for the railway to go through, and
a standard gauge track to Fremantle
should be included in order to obviate any
bottleneck problems which may occur.

We well know the existing difficulty of
getting freight back into the north wharf
area. All this freight has to be trans-
ported around Fremantle and over the
bridge, and should there be any holdup
or accident in that built-up area the
West Australian Government Railways
would have extreme difficulty conveying
freight to North Fremantle.

I suggest it would be far better to have
the city station at the end of Museum
Street, approximately, which would allow
a follow through from Forrest Place; and
I further suggest there would be no prob-
lem in having the station in that position,
because it would not be much further
out from the position that has been sug-
gested by the Western Australia Develop-
ment Corporation. A moving pavemnent
could be provided in the Forrest Place
area to convey people to the railway
station. This pavement would be in
operation at all times while the subway
was operating.

No doubt members noticed in the week-
end Press articles on moving pavements,
many of which are in operation in various
parts of the world, and an interesting
feature was that the first moving pave-
ment to be put into operation was at the
Paris Exhibition in 1900. Since that

Year considerable progress has been made
in the science of engineering and asso-
ciated skills, and there is no reason why
a moving pavement could not be put into
operation in Perth starting at the junction
of Murray Street and Forrest Place, pro-
ceeding through the new area proposed,
then to Museum Street and on to the new
station, which would be situated approxi-
mately at Aberdeen Street.

If this were done there would be no
need to have several platform stops as is
proposed by the Western Australia Devel-
opment Corporation. one of the features of
that company's proposals concerning the
siting of a station in the vicinity of Lord
Street seems rather ridiculous to me, be-
cause it would not be possible to eliminate
the present East Perth station because of
the stop at the present East Perth station
because of the other line going through the
junction at that point. Therefore I suggest
there are other ideas that can be con-
sidered. We would have many more prob-
lems than other capital cities have had
because, for example, we do not have any
electric trains.

A considerable Problem would arise with
the tunnel proposed to run approximately
from Lord Street to Melbourne Road.
An extensive and suitable ventilation
system would have to be installed to
eliminate the exhaust fumes from diesel
locomotives, and in my opinion the idea
would not be as sound as one might
imagine. So I suggest the Government
should have another look at other pos-
sible areas in considering this proposal.

From a study of the road map I suggest
that if my proposal were followed, the
present size of the city would almost be
doubled; that is, if the plan were extended
to cover that area south of Aberdeen
Street between the Mitchell Freeway
complex and back to Lord Street. In this
new area the acreage of parklands would
be doubled and there would be ample
parkland provided in the centre, access
to which could be reached by moving pave-
ments. Moving pavements could also con-
vey people to the proposed cultural centre
in the northern section, as is proposed
under the Stephenson Plan.

I will now speak briefly on another mnat-
ter associated with local government. I
dealt with a similar question a short time
ago. I refer to the question whether
there is a degree of falsification in votes
cast during local government elections.
This always has been, and always will be,
a problem in elections where there is not
a compulsory ballot, because those people
who are rather keen canvassers--or par-
haps I should say those people who are
dishonest-are always tempted to indulge
in questionable practices when they are
seeking votes for their champions.

It is true that on occasions when some
people say, "I am not interested; I do
not have to vote" their names are noted
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by certain canvassers and, if a check were
made later, it would be found that those
people who are not interested had, in fact,
been recorded as having cast a vote.
It is all very well for people to say
that evidence must be brought forward re-
garding specific instances, but it is obvious
that some people do carry out such prac-
tices, which are very hard to detect. The
only occasion that it is likely a vote will
be queried is when the person who stated
he had no intention of voting changes his
mind and decides he will vote, and, in
making his visit to the polling place, finds
his name has already been crossed off the
roll.

Postal voting in local government elec-
tions also leaves much to be desired. I can
cast my mind back to the time when Mr.
MCI. Green was Town Clerk of the City of
Perth and when postal votes for the same
ward that is under discussion at present
were queried. At that time Mr. Mel. Green
pointed out that under the Act even if, a
voter anticipated going away on holidays,
he still had the right to vote by post, and
if he happened to return home at the time
of election a postal vote could still be cast.
So the local government election system is
deficient in many aspects, and it is possible
for some people to record more than one
vote before an election takes place.

Another feature of voting which greatly
concerns me is sick votes. I suggest that
the Minister for Health should make a
study of the election returns from the last
general election, because it would appear
that for some peculiar reason the Liberal
Party candidates are making their electors
sick, particularly in those areas where the
voters ar e strongly pro-Liberal. Such
evidence of sickness is much greater in
those electorates than it is in strong Labor
electorates. This is apparent when one
makes a survey of the votes cast for the
Purpose of finding out the true situation.

After making such a survey one dis-
covers that the electorate of Mt. Lawley
had the greatest number of sick votes re-
corded. This electorate is a very strong
Liberal Centre and the electors cast 363
Postal votes. The next highest number of
sick votes cast was 353 in the electorate of
Subiaco. Cottesloe followed with 350 and
Nedlands with 330. Not even by the wild-
est stretch of imagination could anyone
convince me that the Liberal Party con-
ducted intensive organising in those elec-
torates. It would be similar to the Labor
Party employing organisers to conduct a
campaignf in the electorate of Halcatta.
That would not be feasible or reasonable.
The Labor Party would have to have
money to burn to carry out such a policy.
Yet the results show that by far the larg-
est number of sick votes was cast in elec-
torates with a strong pro-Liberal influence.

I shall now refer to an interesting feature
of the election for the Subiaco electorate.
The total number of ordinary votes cast

was 4,764 for the Labor Party and 4,642
for the Liberal Party and, of the postal
votes cast, 88 went to the Labor Party and
247 to the Liberal Party. The final count
gave a majority of 97 votes to the Liberal
candidate, as you know, Mr. Speaker. I
might mention that in regard to the pre-
ponderance of sick votes going to the
Liberal Party there may be some excuse
for this occurring in the Subiaco elector-
ate, because it does embrace several 'C'-
class hospitals.

The Labor Party headquarters received
many complaints in regard to sick votes,
but they were complaints that could not
be followed up, because, in the main, on
the Postal vote issue if many of the people
concerned are not sick they are aged, and
if one endeavours to obtain a statutory
declaration from them in regard to the
complaints, they are not prepared to go on
with the matter. Nevertheless there is no
doubt our present postal vote system is
open to abuse.

There is a story attached to what I have
already outlined to the House because I
notice, on looking at the Mirrabooka re-
sults, there was a fairly high enrolment
but the postal votes cast did not compare
with any of those cast in Liberal elector-
ates, because only 157 postal votes were
recorded out of a total enrolment of 13.788.
This is the second largest enrolment in
the State, Balcatta electorate having the
largest number of votes cast.

Such figures indicate there was a great
deal of activity among campaigners, and
finally the split-up of the postal votes in
the Mirrabooka electorate approximated
the split-up of the ordinary votes. Be-
cause of certain features, in some instances
this does not happen, but normally this
should be the Pattern.

I now wish to raise the question of ser-
vice clubs in the community. As all mem-
bers know, there are three main service
clubs. These are said to be non-political.
The clubs themselves always claim to be
non-political, but, if anything, they are
usually a front for the Liberal Party
organisation. I say that advisedly, because
I have some documents in my possession
which would indicate this to be a fact. The
following is a quotation from a letter
signed by Richard Cleaver. M.H.R. for the
E'edeial electorate of Swan dealing with his
Swan junior citizen award:-

I am delighted to have the co-
operation again of several Rotary
Clubs working in our district. As a
result of their assistance it will be
possible for two young people to again
travel to the North West, additional
to the two who will accompany me to
Canberra and Eastern States Capitals.

His brochure on the junior citizens' award
also indicates he is the sponsor of the
scheme, and local organisations such m~
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the Victoria Park Rotary Club and others
in the district are mentioned in his pro-
paganda as co-sponsors.

I took this matter up with the district
governor of Rotary. I notice my colleague
alongside me is wearing a Rotary tie, but
I still continue to state that I took this
matter up with the governor of Rotary at
that time and on several occasions later.
I am referring to this question of the
sponsorship of Liberal Party candidates by
these publicity gimmicks. This junior
citizen award is known as the Cleaver
Award and all the organisation concerned
with it is carried out at his own office.

When I referred the question to a
gentleman who lives at Scarborough, he
Postponed the answer to my question for a
time and finally he retired from office
without my question being answered, be-
cause I understand that such office is held
for only 12 months. I finally approached
a gentleman in Fremantle who assumed
the mantle, or the collar, of office and be
told me he would make inquiries, but
apparently he went out of existence, and
I did not approach the next chief rotarian
because I was certain I would not get very
far with him as he had been a Liberal
candidate. As a result I let the matter
drop.

The other two service clubs are the Lions
Club and Apex. I intended to say a few
words about both of them. I know of
nothing to the detriment of either of
these clubs, but there have been a num-
ber of complaints concerning their activi-
ties, particularly from the north-west. I
think the complaints came mainly from
Derby concerning the funds provided to
the Liberal Party for the conduct of the
campaign during the last general election.
This matter was raised with members of
the Labor Party, and when the question
was asked why these people subscribed to
the levy that was imposed they were told
it was a voluntary levy.

Nevertheless the members who belong to
these organisations and who do not sub-
scribe to the levy are not greatly thought
of. This voluntary levy of $2 a head was
imposed by one of these organisations in
Derby during the last general elections.

The SPEAKER: Before I leave the
Chair I would remind members that the
Minister for Railways will display a model
of the sinking of the railway and will
answer questions concerning it at 7 p.m.
Accordingly, I will leave the Chair until
the ringing of the bells.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.35 p~m.

Mr. JAMIESON: Before the tea sus-
pension I was dealing with service organ-
isations that claim to be non-political and
I pointed out that some. of them were
very much in favour of one party rather
than being non-political. I do not despise
them in any way for this attitude although

I dislike their hypocrisy in stating that
they are non-political. If they stated they
were out to support some body I would
not mind.

I think I have shown quite clearly that
Rotary assisted a Liberal candidate. I also
mentioned where there was a voluntary
levy of $2 by the Lions organisation for
the purpose of helping a Liberal candidate
during the recent election. It is not easy
to opt out. Many club members have
stated that the only reason they sub-
scribed was because they were part of the
club and did not want to be the odd man
out or be dissociated from the general
activities of the club.

It is true that service clubs such as
Rotary, Lions, and Apex do quite a lot of
good, but it would appear that on the
surface these organisations have been
concerned with something that, as far as
I am concerned, is not desirable.

Mr. Dunn: Have you positive proof of
the Derby issue?

Mr. JAMIESON: I explained the position
prior to the adjournment, and in the few
minutes I have left I do not wish to go
over the ground again. I explained that
there was a complaint to members of Par-
liament about a situation, and I gave the
explanation put forward as to why they
did subscribe.

I wish quickly to delve into a matter
that concerns me. I refer to aged people's
homes. I am of the opinion that the
Government of this State should cease to
sponsor any homes other than those run
by organisations-in other words, homes
run by any of those groups which are
specificially formed for the purpose of
running old people's homes and which
have no other standing should not be as-
sisted.

Any church group, R.S.L. group, or
pensioners' association with standing
should be assisted. but because of the con-
cern that has constantly been brought to
our notice in regard to the administration
by these other organisations, they appear
to be undesirable. One organisation in
particular has been my pet subject for
complaint over many years. I refer to the
Swan Cottage Homes group. No doubt, we
will hear more from the member for the
district about some of the restrictions
placed on the old people and also about
those People who administer the homes.

The administration is a dictatorship and
is beyond the pale. The administration
does not reflect credit on those who are
members of the organisation. To illustrate
this point I will let members know the
names of those who are part of this orga-
nisation. The following names are con-
tained in the annual report of 1987:-

Chairman: Richard Cleaver, J.P., M.P.
Deputy Chairman: Councillor W. H.

McGrath.
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I understand he is a member of the South
Perth Council, Continuing-

Secretary: Mr. H. J. C. Thomas.
Hon. Treasurer: David J. Saggers.
Hon. Solicitor: Hugh Guthrie, M.L.A.
Hon. Auditor: W. Harwood.
Hon. minute Secretary: Miss M. .J.

Corner.
Members: Councillor B. A. Clayden,

Mrs. E. Graham, Mr, Jim Golowin,
Mr. A. Douglas, Mrs. E. Lithgo,
Councillor J. A. Lee, Dr. A. F. Whit-
ter, Mr. W. Mead, Col. B. H. Walter,
Councillor Mv. Schofield, Mr. K. H.
Murdoch.

There are same honourable people in-
cluded in that list of names and it is a
shocking thing they should be associated
with the attitudes expressed by the ad-
ministration in the weekly orders that
govern the people in these homes.

Finally I would like to deal with voting
in the north as this is a subject that has
come up several times. The matter has
also been brought up by my leader. I
would like to indicate that in a number of
instances voting in the north has been
manipulated, and this has always hap-
pened to the advantage of the Liberal
Party. It is native voting about which I
am speaking; and I do not refer particu-
larly to the last election.

Same years ago when Mr. Collard was
successful against the Liberal candidate,
Mr. Brown, in a Federal election, an oc-
casion arose when slides were shown in my
lounge room by a person who was not
politically aware of the circumstances,
and on camne a slide of polling day at
Christmas Creek. I was interested to
find that the situation was identical to
that clearly indicated by Mr. Strickland
and others inasmuch as natives were
bringing in the cards of the Liberal candi-
date. They voted for the Liberal candi-
date whose name was on the back.
Obviously the voting was being manipu-
lated.

This might be said to be better orga-
nisation on the part of the Liberal Party,
but I do not believe that is the case; it is
the manipulation of people who should not
be manipulated. It is the manipulation of
people who are uneducated in the matter
of voting.

When legislation was introduced to give
nomadic natives the right to vote, we were
warned by members representing the
north-west that manipulation would take
place and that it would put into the hands
of certain people quite a considerable
voting power. This has proved to be so;
and I can assure Liberal members that on
future occasions it is a situation that is
going to be closely watched, and if a simi-
lar situation occurs again trouble will be
heaped upon the heads of those responsible
for such manipulation.

In the House of Representatives, Mr.
Collard complained bitterly of the mani-
pulations that, to his knowledge, took
place. He said it is not possible to get
the cards back from the natives, because
the idea is to see that, when cards are
returned, they are suitably compensated
for the service they have given.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Mitchell):
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. JAMIESON: It appears to me that
this undesirable feature in elections
should be stamped out. If people are
unable to make up their own minds on
how to vote, it should not be left to in-
dividuals to instruct them in a way that
is likely to influence an election in
an area such as Kimberley. It is true
that the pattern of voting there has
changed somewhat in the two previous
elections, but it was not an even change
throughout the electorate. In some areas
there was a considerable change, whereas
in others there was a swing possibly
against the candidate or the Labor Party
because of something which may have hap-
pened in the area at the particular time.

In specific instances it can be clearly
stated that some manipulation in voting
has taken place, and nobody would he
naive enough to say it has not, It takes
place in municipal elections and during
elections f or the Parliament of Western
Australia. Both the parties and their
over-zealous canvassers indulge in it; and
if we get high and mighty and say that
this sort of thing does not take place,
then we deny the truth.

Mr. I. W. Manning: That statement is
far too sweeping.

Mr. JAMIESON: It is not; and if the
cap fits anybody he is entitled to wear
it.

Mr. I. W. Manning: You are casting a
reflection.

DM. JAMIESON: I am casting no re-
flection. The honourable member knows
how zealous some canvassers are to
champion their cause.

This does not occur only on one side.
If it offends the honourable member, it is
only cutting against the rain even though
he knows it to be quite correct. So I say
we should tidy UP all these situations, in
any form of election, so that we get a true
and proper result. We had the instance
illustrated very clearly in MY own election.
The only postal votes that were organised,
as far as I know, for my opponent were
organised by a series of doctors. This is
undesirable. We should insert a provision
in the Electoral Act to prevent these
medicos--who, on the ground of their pro-
fession, always claim exemption from cer-
tain other things--from Indulging in such
practices at election time. This has been
occurring over a number of years.
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Anybody who wants to lodge a postal
vote is entitled to go to the candidate he
wants elected. However, surely such
people should not be prevailed upon to
vote. This very often happens, and it cer-
tainly happened on a considerable nm-
her of occasions during the last election.

MR. BURKE (Perth) [7.47 p.m.)1: 1
iequest you, Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr.
Mitchell), to convey my congratulations
to the Speaker on his elevation to the
Chair of this House. His interest in
the historical aspect of Parliament is
indicative of his attitude to this most
important position. I feel sure he will be
an impartial judge of all proceedings be-
fore him in this Chamber.

I should like to congratulate all members
who are starting a Parliamentary career
in this 26th Parliament. I convey my
thanks to members of both Houses for
their friendliness and readiness to assist
new members. All members of the staff
with whom I have come in contact are
awvare of how I value their assistance; and
all members will agree that the functions
of these Houses of Parliament are tied
directly to the ability and dedication of the
staff. I also express my sincere thanks to
all of those who supported and assisted me
from the time of my nomination to my
recent election.

It is with great pleasure and pride that
I stand here tonight as the elected Labor
representative of the City of Perth. I am
humbled by the trust that the people of
Perth have reposed in me.

I should also like to thank my father
for his good example, both as a parent
and as a former Labor member for Perth.
I shall strive to emulate him in both
spheres.

Members on this side of the House are
fortunate in having as their leader Mr.
John Tonkin. Under his guidance the
members of the opposition will draw
attention to the Problems which face the
State, and will Press the Government to
undertake projects which we believe are
vital to the well-being of our people. I
can assure members opposite that it
will require more than numbers to contain
the Opposition in this Parliament.

With due reverence. I refer members
to the prayer which the Speaker voices at
the commencement of each sitting and I
mention the concluding lines used-'The
true welfare of the people of Australia."
Quite obviously, the reference is to all the
people of Australia-not just a privileged
sector. Although we, as individuals in our
electorates-and in the confines of our
State-can only indirectly effect the wel-
fare of all Australians, as a Parliament
it is our bounden duty to Promote the
welfare of every Western Australian.

In this affluent society, in this day of
ever-increasing profits and general expan-
sion and development, we find there are

many people who are acutely aware of the
stress from want and suffering. In sec-
tions of our city we find families forced
to live in substandard housing and below
the normal subsistance level.

For as long as I am a member of this
Parliament, I will never, Please God, lose
sight of the fact that the most valuable
asset we have is our people.

Perth, apart from its Pre-eminence as
the capital city of this wonderful State
of ours, is, by way of its constitution,
probably the most interesting of all elec-
torates. Perth is the centre of commerce;
and, situated as it is, on the banks of the
Swan River, it is perhaps Australia's most
favoured capital.

Although I agree we should be guarded
lest too much sentiment inhibit our
progress and the development of our city,
I would ask all members to take an active
interest in its development to safeguard
against irretrievable errors of mismanage-
ment. Perth is the focal point of interest
in Western Australia, and so it is in the
interests of all members to ensure that
Perth retains the attractiveness of which
we are all so proud.

We have taken quite enough of the river.
It is my real regret that I was born too
late for a say in thie resumptions that have
converted a large part of Perth water into
car parks and sandhills.

Let us make sure we do not make mis-
takes in the development of the centre of
our city.

I have always supported the removal-
or lowering-of the railway line at the
central station, but I am sure that none
of my constituents would expect me to
accept expedient proposals. If a private
company can see its way clear to develop
this site at no cost to the Government,
surely there must be a handsome profit

to e mde If a private company can
raise the money to develop this site, surely
the Government of Western Australia
con secure a loan to undertake the work
itself and vest the centre of our city in
the people-and their posterity-of this
wonderful State of ours.

I believe that the land which will be
gained from this development should be
used to establish the cultural centre of
the city. This seems to be an ideal site
for the development of facilities that will
bring new beauty and civic services to
the centre. of our fast-developing city.

Even if it is not ultimately used for this
purpose, the land should not, at this stage,
be finally alienated. It would be infi-
nitely preferable to establish the whole
area in parks and gardens, deciding its
future use when the northern suburbs
take shape after the barrier to their
development-the railway-has been re-
moved. To allow the proposals of this
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private development company to achieve
fulfilment would cast shadows on this
26th Parliament-as the proposed, 22-
storied buildings would cast shadows on
the centre of our capital-to remind pos-
terity that it was this Parliament which
alienated the centre of our beautiful city.

As any member who leaves this House
at 5 p.m. is aware, we have traffic prob-
lems. A complete reappraisal of the
peak hour traffic situation will be neces-
sary if we are to anticipate and avoid
the major Problems and traffic jams which
future traffic congestion will bring. At
this stage I would also like to say that
the idea of removing the traffic from the
centre of Hay Street to create a pedes-
trian mall appeals to me.

I feel that Government House. and its
environs, could be turned over to the
public of Western Australia and a resi-
deuce provided for the Governor some-
where out of the city. This would, in
turn, remove objections to putting the
concert hall aver the No. 2 car park, and
its development could be financed from
the sale of the Chevron-Hilton site. It
seems to me that the only objection to this
proposal at the moment is that an office
block on the Chevron-Hilton site would
overlook the Government House vegetable
garden.

I made reference earlier to the interest-
ing nature of the Perth electorate, and
this also refers to its people. At one
extreme we have quite a large popilla-
tion of single people and young muarrieds.
These are the young people who, in the
main, inhabit the many flats situated in
the Perth electorate. We also have quite
a large population of elderly people, and
the Pensioners' League has its headquar-
ters in my area; and we have an increasing
number of new Australians, and there is a
growing aboriginal community.

It is hardly necessary for me to elabor-
ate on the fact that the young marrieds
in our community have been hard hit by*
the present crisis in housing.

Of all members Present, I am probably
most aware of the problems facing young
people in this day and age. Like many of
my constituents, I have yet to secure a
home of my own, and, with the exorbitant
rents we are forced to pay, great press-
ures are brought to bear to make ends
meet, let alone save to purchase land on
which to build.

Many young couples in my electorate
marrled and moved into fiats with the
idea that the wife would secure employ-
ment for 12 or 18 months while they were
waiting for their State Housing Coimi-s-
sion home. Many started families on
the basis of maximum waiting periods
quoted by the State Housing Commission,
only to be disappointed. Members would
not appreciate the hardships faced by

those of our young people who have child-
ren and who are forced to live in flats.
This is unfair to both mothers and child-
ren, and it can only contribute to a decline
in the birth rate, and to other social
problems,

A letter to the editor of The West Aus-
tralian earlier this year sets out the Plight
of the young couple in receipt of more
than $50.80 per week. Fortunate to be
able to secure a block of land for some
$4,800, which they paid off over five years
at a total cost of $6,500-in the meantime
paying $3,500 in rent-this young couple
have outlayed $10,000 in the five years
since they married. They have a block
of land to show for the $10,000 but they
have yet to build a home.

We are all aware of the great influence
of Post-war migration on our way of life.
This influence is most obvious in the
Perth electorate, where we have quite
large communities of Italian and Greek
origin, as well as several minority groups.

I am pleased and proud of the contribu-
tion that the many immigrants from cen-
tral and southern Europe are making in
the Perth electorate, in the areas of com-
merce, and in public life.

Perhaps the most important contribu-
tion Europe has made, as far as I person-
ally am concerned, is my wife, who
migrated in 1951.

I am particularly conscious of the fact
that those who did so much to make Aus-
tralia great are forced to eke out an exist-
ence on $13 per week. Whilst this rests
with the conscience of the Federal Parlia-
ment, we in State Parliament should not
forget that we have a responsibility in this
area. Tam sure members will agree that
our senior citizens deserve a better deal
and I hope that more attention will be paid
in this Parliament to the plight of the
aged and infirm.

Australia has been referred to as the
lucky country, and it is my hope that all
should share in the fortune that the
Almighty has allowed us. I am dismayed
by the fact that those of us who should
have first right to the luck of this land are
among the deprived, I refer to the Austra-
lian aboriginal.

I exhort all members of this House-
all Western Australians--to take an
interest in the welfare of our aboriginal
citizens. I am conscious of the fact
that we deprived these proud people of
their land and imposed our society upon
them. We abuse them and show them
scant respect, referring to the so-called
"aboriginal problem" and ignoring the fact
that we are responsible for any problem
that might exist, for it is our society.

I was pleased to see in a recent Press
statement that the Lord Mayor intends to
encourage aboriginal interest in civic
affairs. This is a step in the right direc-
tion. For too long these people have been
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treated as second-class citizens, and it is
no wonder that they lose their self-respect.
How can we expect these people to attain
the standards we set-the self-respect we
refer to so piously-if we do not show an
interest in them, and respect them?9

There will have to be as much "give" on
our part as there was "take" on the part of
our forebears, if our aboriginal brothers
are to fully enjoy the rights of assimila-
tion in the society we have imposed.

I derive my greatest pleasure from rep-
resenting the people; in doing what I can
to help solve their problems, and in being
able to successfully intervene on behalf of
an evicted family. This latter pleasure
is at a premium because success in this
regard is a rare thing.

At this point of my maiden speech I
would beg the intervention of the Minister
for Housing in the case of H. L. Water-
house and family who have been repeatedly
declined assistance by the State Housing
Commission. I refer to an immigrant
family with seven children under 16 years
of age, After paying $23 per week rent,
this man is left with the basic wage pro-
vision for a man, his wife, and two child-
ren, to support a family of nine. This
family has been forced to drop its stand-
ards and depend on charity to exist. Mr.
Minister1 your intervention in this ease
would make my maiden speech worth
while.

Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. Mitchell),
though in Opposition, we are a vital part
of the Parliament, and we take our respon-
sibilities seriously. In the life of this
Parliament we will indicate to the Govern-
ment where we think it is failing in its
duty to the people, and where particular
measures could be improved, hoping in this
way to remnedy some of the distress that
exists and ease some of the most pressing
problems of our people. Then, within
three years, we feel that Labor, which has
been far too long in Opposition, will once
again take over the Governent of this
great State and, in the pattern of past
Labor Administrations, promote the
healthy all-round development of Western
Australia in the interests of all our people.

In conclusion I would reiterate that I
feel honoured in the trust the people of
Perth have reposed in me. I assure them
I will not spare myself in representing
their interests. I support the motion.

MR. BICKERTON (Pilbara) [8.2 p.m.J.:
Mr. Acting Speaker (Mr. Mitchell), once
again I am denied the privilege of being
able to congratulate the Speaker on his
election to office. Unfortunately he is
absent from the Chair at the moment but,
as he is an avid reader of Hansard, I think
the message will probably get through to
him. Along- with other members of the
House I offer him my congratulations.

I spent some considerable time with our
present Speaker on the Standing Orders
Committee. In those days he was a private
member, but I was very impressed with
his knowledge of Standing Orders, his
ability to interpret them, and his* reluc-
tance, on many occasions when one was
trying to get through an amendment, to
agree to anything that curtailed the rights
of private members. At all times the pre-
sent Speaker was, I repeat, reluctant to
see the rights of private members in any
way whittled down. I think this augurs
well in view of the fact that it is the
Speaker's responsibility to look after the
rights of private members. I wish him
well during the period he is in office and
I feel sure he will do an efficient job.

Also I wish to congratulate the new
members who have joined us this session.
I sincerely hope they enjoy their parlia-
mentary careers. It is not every member
who gets into Parliament who really fits
in. Unfortunately, some do not; but from
what I have seen of the new members up
to date I feel sure many of them will be
with us for a long time to come. Whilst
on the subject of new members I wish to
bring one matter concerning them before
the Government. When new members
enter this House many of them are
acquainted perhaps with only certain por-
tions of the State, and it is essential, if
they are to carry out their parliamentary
duties in a satisfactory way, for them to
have a knowledge of Western Australia
as a whole.

Some little time ago the Government
was good enough to make arrangements
for members of Parliament to visit many
of the areas and the industries in the
north-west. The newer members, or those
who joined us only recently, have not bad
had the opportunity to enjoy that privilege
-to date at any rate-and I request the
Government to give consideration to addi-
tional trips. Perhaps the first one could
be a trip through the same areas that
were visited previously, but on this' oc-
casion all members who have joined the
Parliament only recently, and perhaps the
older members who were not able to make
the trip, could participate.

I feel sure such a trip would be of
benefit to all the new members of the
House in the same way as it was of benefit
to those who went on the previous
occasions. The trip could cover the iron
ore projects, Kununurra, and the Gas-
coyne area. Perhaps while considering
this, the Government would also consider
trips to other areas for those members of
Parliament who have already been to the
north-west. For many years now I have
advocated the necessity for members of
this House to have made available to them
sufficient air fares to enable them to travel
in their own right to different areas within
the State.
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Perhaps this subject -may be held to be
sub judice at present, so the less time I
spend on it the better. However, in case
we do not do any good in one direction I
will keep plugging, whenever the oppor-
tunity arises, in the hope that the Gov-
ernment may see fit in due course to
enable members of the Western Australian
Parliament to have similar travelling
facilities to those of the members of other
Parliaments within the Commonwealth. In
some States, such as Queensland and New
South wales, members, regardless of
whether they represent country electorates
or city electorates, are allowed anything
up to i10 air fares per annum to any por-
tion of the State to acquaint themselves
'with conditions in those areas. In some
cases even the wives are permitted about
half that number of air fares so that they
may accompany their husbands; and it is
not a matter of joyriding.

If the people of Western Australia see
fit to Put us here to look after their affairs,
then I thank facilities should be made
available to enable us, as members, to
widen our knowledge as much as possible,
particularly so far as our own State is con-
cerned. The sooner we reach that desir-
able situation the sooner members as a
whole will benefit and, in turn, the people
they represent will benefit.

I cannot let this opportunity pass with-
out riding one of my old hobby-horses, and
that concerns electricity charges in the
north-west. I have been dealing with this
matter incessantly for about 10 years, and
if persevering with it means the Gov-
ernment eventually will see the light Of day
and do something about reducing the cost
of electricity in that area than I feel I will
have achieved something. I am sorry to
keep harping on this matter over such a
long period, but I assure members if it
hurts them in any shape or farm it does
not hurt them as much as it hurts the
people who are paying such exorbitant
rates for electricity in the north-west.

As I have said before, and I repeat, a
charge of anything up to 18c. and even
20c, a unit for power is, I think everyone
will agree, something which should not be
tolerated in a State that we say -is on the
move. If one had to pay a bill which cov-
ered costs of between 18o and 20c a unit'
for electricity, the only way to handle the
situation would be to get on the move.
Many of the people in the north-west are
financially embarrassed because of elec-
tricity charges.

Perhaps some of our southern country
people feel their charges are high, but I
doubt whether any of them would be pay-
ing the rates that apply in some of the
north-west towns. From time to time the
Minister has promised investigations into
the matter, but to my way of thinking
these investigations are not proceeding
nearly fast enough. The State Electricity
Commission in Western Australia is not

doing its Job. I have said before, and I
repeat, it will never be a State Electricity
Commission, at least so far as I am con-
cerned, until such time as it takes over
the responsibility for the supply of power
throughout the State of Western Aus-
tralia. At the moment I would call it a
suburban and south-west electricity com-
mission.

The S.E.C. is there to do a job and it is
not fair that local authorities, private con-
tractors, and the P.W.D., should have to
carry the burden in the north-west. The
S.E.C. has its own money-raising powers
and, simply by a readjustment of charges
in other areas, it should be able to do
something to subsidise power in the north-
west. I am hopinig it is not the pull that
the farming community-

Mr.' Young: We have not even got elec-
tricity yet.

Mr. B3ICKERTON: Where the country
people have electricity, it is a lot cheaper
than it is in the north-west. The honour-
able member would not want to pay 20c a
unit for it even it he could get it. If the
farming community would get behind-
those who represent the north-west, we
might even help them to obtain power.
However, if we are successful I sincerely
hope country people will not have to pay
20c a unit for electricity.

There is one matter which has been
troubling me a good deal, as members may
have guessed from questions I have asked
-I refer to the situation that exists at the
Port of Dampier. Members are aware that
this is a private port operated by Hamers-
ley Iron Pty. Ltd., and they will also
recall that an agreement was passed by
this House allowing access to certain
leases on certain conditions of production,
etc., and the building of towns, railways,
roads, and port facilities by that company.
Other agreements have Also been passed
by this Parliament, but up to date the
Hamersley company is the only one which
is actually controlling its own port. Other
iron ore operating companies, namely,
Goldsworthy and, very shortly, Mt. New-
man. use the port at Port Hedland, so that
in fact they do not actually control or own
their own port area, and they are sub-
ject to the port regulations laid down by
the various Acts and regulations govern-
ing the Harbour and Light Department.

However, when we come to the Port of
Dampier it seems to be a different concern
altogether. Under the agreement the
company is permitted to have certain
rights to certain port areas for dredging
purposes, and the construction of wharves,
and the company has laid down regula-
tions under which vessels will use the port.

Perhaps I can refresh members' minds
with the questions I asked and the replies I
received. That will keep things in their
proper perspective. On Wednesday, the
7th August, I asked certain questions of
the Minister for Works; and as I deal with

$37



338 [ASSEMBLY.]

the qluestions asked, or the parts of
questions, I shall deal with the answers
given, because It will make the position a
little clearer. The first two parts of my
question read as follows:-

(1) Will he table a plan showing the
port area under the control of the
company at Dampier?

(2) What is the area in terms of
square miles considered to come
under the control of the company
as a port?

The Minister's answer to those two parts
reads as follows:-

(1) and (2) The area has not yet been
defined, but the company has
control over the areas covered by
leases for dredging and wharf
structures.
A plan showing such areas is be-
ing prepared for the honourable
member's Information.

UP tu date I have not received that plan.
The third question I asked was--

Is there an area in the vicinity of
Rosemary Island which is considered
a reasonably safe anchorage during
cyclones; if so, would it be necessary
for a ship to obtain permission from
the company to anchor there during
a cyclone or at any other time?

Before giving a reply to that, I shall give
my reasons for 'asking the question. I
understand from some ships' officers that
if they wish to anchor anywhere within
the area which is defined on the plan-
although the Minister has said it is not
yet defined-as being the Port of Dampier,
they must first seek permission from the
company to so anchor. However, the
Minister's reply was--

Anchorage in the vicinity of Rosemary
Island Is not considered safe for other
than small craft with knowledge of
local waters. Anchorage in Mermaid
Strait is considered reasonably safe.
Ships are not required to obtain per-
mission.

But the Minister still does not tell me
whether or not it would be necessary to
obtain permission from the company for a
ship to anchor in the area to which I
have referred. As for the part of the
answer that says It is not considered safe
for other than small craft, surely in the
case of a cyclone anchorage it is a deci-
sion for the master of the ship, and not
for the Minister. If the master considers
the area safe for anchorage, what I want
to know is whether or not he must seek
Permission from the company; because my
information is that he must do so.

In the case of such an emergency, this
state of affairs is very undesirable, to my
way of thinking. My fourth question
was-

Is it the intention of the Government
to have the control of the Port of

Damnpier vested in the Harbour and
Light Department some time in the
future; if so, when; if not, why not?

The Minister's reply to that was--
In accepting the detailed propos-

als from Hamersley Iron, the State
has reserved the right, subject to
the provisions of the agreement, to
make any proclamation under the
Shipping and Pilotage Act, 1967.

This Act gives the Governor the
right to proclaim Dampier a port.
Because the State has reserved the
right referred to, the time when the
port may be proclaimed under the
Shipping and Pilotage Act, 1967, will
be dependent on the operationis of the
company and the general development
by others requiring major usage of the
port.

I cannot tell members very much about
that answer as It applies to my question,
because I have read it half a dozen times
and still do not know whether or not it
answers my question. That is how clear
it is to me.

It is quite obvious that it is designed as
a type of evasion as far as my question
was concerned. The question was quite
straight and clear, as I think the Minister
would agree. I wanted to know whether
this was to come under the Harbour and
Light Department or not, and I think my
question deserved a straight, concise, and
clear answer.

Mr. Court: The Minister was endeav-
ouring to give you a clear answer that
the Government has power at any time to
issue a proclamation which would bring
it under the normal port administration.

Mr. BICKERTON: I thank the Minis-
ter for his explanation, and I will refer to
that later.

Mr. Court: He has answered it several
times in the same way, in a very straight-
forward wanner.

Mr. BICKERTON: Another question
asked of the Minister for Works on the
Mt August was--

Will he table a copy of the Hamer-
sley Mining Company's regulation
governing the Port of Dam~pier?

The Minister's reply to that was--
Regulations of this nature are still

under consideration.
This was confusing to me when I received
the reply, because most of the complaints
that were filtering through to me con-
cerning shipping at the Port of Dampier
were in connection with the regulations
under which the company was operating
that port.
I do not want to start having hairs spit
at this time as to whether a by-law and
a regulation are the same, or whether an
order and a notice are the same. I use the
word "regulation" in the terms of our in-
terpretation Act, and I think all of us
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asking questions here in connection with
regulations would refer to "regulation" as
it is defined in our Interpretation Act.

Mr. Court: You are referring of course
to gazetted regulations.

Mr. BICKERTON: Yes.
Mr. Court: Which these are not.
Mr. BICKERTON: I am also referring

to some that the Minister has forgotten
to gazette.

Mr. Court: It is not a question of f or-
getting.

Mr. BICKERTON: For the edification
of members I shall read one or two of the
regulations under which the Port of
Dampier operates at present. These
regulations are apparently circularised to
all those using the port and are headed.
"Regulations at Dampier." Regulation 23A
of the Hamersley regulations reads as fol-
lows:-

No act, matter or thing done or
omitted to be done by the Company,
or by any person acting with the
authority of the Company or by any
person whomsoever, in good faith and
without negligence for the purpose of
the construction, management,
operation, maintenance and use of any
harbour works or of the port or
approaches -thereto, or for the pur-
Poses of regulating, mooring, moving,
directing or managing vessels in the
port and approaches thereto or for
the purpose of handling, accommo-
dating or moving cargo or persons.
shall subject the Company or any
Person as aforesaid to any liability in
respect thereof, provided that nothing
in this Regulation shall affect or
diminish any liability of any person
to the Compan k.

Anyone who was listening to that would
probably say, "It is not so bad," because
early in the regulation it says that, no
person acting on behalf of the company
will be responsible for any liability pro-
vided he is acting in good faith and with-
out negligence. That seems reasonable but
paragraph (b) of regulation 23 says-

Notwithstanding that it-
That is the company-

-or he-
That is the Person employed by the com-
pany-

-mnay have acted negligently or wil-
fully, neither the company nor any
officer or employee of the company
shall be under any liability to any
person for
(i) any damage or injury to any

vessel whilst within the port.
I think anyone would agree that this is a
very far-reaching regulation. But no doubt
we still have people who Will say, "But of
course, that is not to say this is going to
be enforced; it is only there as -a safe-
guard."

If we are going to say these companies
are reputable companies-and I have found
nothing to the contrary up to date-they
would not act in a way that would incon-
venience anyone, or be liable to damage any
goods or injure anybody.

From notes I have made, however, from
information that has been passed to me, I
would like briefly to mention one case that
occurred in the Port of Dampier. Accord-
ing to the information I have received this
was a case where heavy reels of cable were
being discharged by the ship's heavy der-
rick under the supervision of the chief
officer of the ship. It was one of the State
Shipping vessels. The second officer was
also in attendance. A Captain D. Holden
of Hamersley Iron appeared on the wharf
and assumed control of the operation,
countermanding the chief officer's orders
in the process.

He came on board when the gear was
being swung inboard for the next lift,
and the chief officer tried quietly and
diplomatically-according to the informa-
tion I have anyway-to draw his atten-
dion to the fact that in his capacity as the
mate he was the one who was in charge of
the operations.

Apparently Capt. D. Holden then de-
nied this and informed the officer that If
he interfered he would withdraw his ves-
sel from the harbour. He further became
somewhat abusive and told the officer-
and I have made a note of his words-and
I quote, "I have forgotten more about
cargo than you will learn in the next 50
years."

This remark was apparently made in
the hearing of the crew and other officers.
It is. a well-known fact that under the
loading and unloading regulations the
mate, being the one who inspects the
cargo gear and ensures the appropriate
certificates are in hand, is the person
responsible for all aspects of safety and
for compliance with orders under the
regulations which may govern this sort of
thing.

But here we have a situation where this
has been taken completely out of the
hands of the Person who is in charge of
the particular job. I do not think it is
right, and I think the time is now ripe to
bring the matter before the House so that
this sort of thing can be dealt with by
regulation.

We have been through all the debates
on these agreements, and we know how
much control it is necessary for companies
to have in the Protection of their own in-
vestmnents: but I do not think it should
go as far as someone being able to take
over completely from the master of a ship
or from one who is deputed to act for him,
and for him to be covered by regulations
which exclude the harbour master from all
liability, and for it to be said, "You as the
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mate will be responsible for anything that
goes wrong here but 1, as the harbour'
master, will give the orders."

It is no good saying that is not the case,
because the regulation, whether it is
gazetted or not, clearly sets out the con-
ditions under which the ships and the
officers of these ships will enter the Port
of Dampier. We have another Dlampier
regulation-regulation 35-which reads-

The Master of a vessel shall be res-
ponsible for the proper lifting, sling-
ing and securing of all goods dis-
charged from or loaded onto the vessel
and for any damage that may occur
as a result of the failure or breakage
of lifting gear, mode of securing, or
slings or as a result of goods being
lifted, slung, or secured otherwise than
in the best seamanlike manner.

The regulation states that the master of
the vessel shall be responsible, yet the
master of a vessel at Dampier can be
placed in the position where he has no say
over how the slinging or lifting will be
done, because the company's representative
can take the matter right out of his hands.
All that is left to the master of the vessel,
or to the person acting for him, is the
responsibility for anythling that goes
wrong.

The previous regulation which I have
read out provides that the company shall
accept no responsibility even if the vessel
is lost. I take it if some order is given
under the direction of the harbour master
and a vessel sinks to the bottom of the
port then the company is in no way re-
sponsible for the loss of, or the damage
to. that vessel.

Mr. Court: Have you compared these
provisions with those that prevail at the
Government-controlled ports, and with the
provisions that prevail in respect of pilots?

Mr. BICKERTON: To this extent: The
Government-controlled ports are con-
trolled by officers who are responsible to
the Covernment. If the Government does
not like what an officer of one of its
departments is doing in regard to the
control of vessels in a port, the Govern-
ment can take some action. In this case
it is a private company which exercises
the control; and, as I see it, the Govern-
ment can do little except to appeal to the
company. As the Minister well knows.
because he has hbad a lot to do with these
agreements, if he does not like what the
harbour waster who is privately employed
by the company does, he can protest to the
company. If the company does not agree
with his protest, then all the Minister can
do is to take the matter to arbitration.

Mr. Court: The Government can
prcclaim-

Mr. BICKERTON: I would ask the
Minister not to interrupt me. The only
portion of his anatomy which I would like

to borrow at the present time is his ear. If
the situation which existed in Dampier
did exist in a Government-controlled port,
the minister would be in a position to do
something about the officer issuing the
Orders. In the case of a company-
controlled port he can only protest.

Mr. Court: You are overlooking the vital
factor that the Government can at any
time-as the Minister has been trying to
tell you for the last three sessions-pro-
claim a port.

Mr. BICKERTON: Why has it not?
Mr. Court: Because it is not necessary at

the present time.
Mr. BICKERTON: floes the Minister not

think that the present circumstances make
it necessary to proclaim the port?

Mr. Court: You have only brought for-
ward one instance in the three years of
operation of the port.

Mr. BICKERTON: Where there is a re- -
gulation which absolves the company
from all responsibility, yet gives it all the
control, does the Minister not think it
necessary to do something about the
matter?

Mr. Court: You are not dealing with the
case according to its merits, but on the
attitude of your party to private enter-
prise.

Mr. BICKERTON: A little bit of listen-
ing will not do the Minister any harm.

Mr. Court: I have been listening. I
would like you to read the regulations
governing Government-controlled ports
and Government pilots.

Mr. BICKERTON: The Minister did all
the talking at the opening at Dampier,
while I said nothing. We then went to
Goldsworthy. where lie also did all the
talking while I said nothing. Then we
went to Mt. Tom Price, and again he did
all the talking while I said nothing,
although I received a spike just as he did.
It will not be long before we will be going
to Mt. Newman, when in all likelihood the
Minister will do all the talking and I will
have nothing to say. Now I have the
opportunity to do the talking. There is
another opportunity available to the
Minister to speak, and that is on the
Address-ini-Reply debate. I do not want
to deny the Minister his say, but if he
does not mind, I will have mine first on
this occasion, because the Speaker has
given me the call to speak from the floor
of the House.

Mr. Court: You have the floor, but you
should be fair.

Mr. BICKERTON: I asked some ques-
tions in this House concerning the regula-
tions. The first was a question without
notice to the Minister for Works-

Adverting to question 25 of the 7th
August, in view of his refusal to table
a copy of the regulations covering the
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Port of Damnpier on the grounds that
the regulations were still under con-
sideration, will be advise-

(1) Are Hamersley Iron regulations
23 (A) and (B), 35, and 37 at
present operative at the port?

(2) On what dates were these regula-
ations gazetted and tabled in
Parliament in accordance with
conditions laid down in the Iron
Ore (Hamersley Range) Agree-
ment Act?

(3) If they have not been gazetted
and tabled, and are in fact operat-
ing, would they not be ultra vires
the Act; if not, why not?

(4) Will he reconsider his decision
concerning the 'tabling Of a COPY
of the company's regulations in
view of the fact that regulations
obviously exist for the control of
Dampier Port?

I have read out some of the regulations.
Trhe reply was--

No by-laws have yet been approved
and the company is acting under the
terms of the agreement whereby if no
by-laws are made or are in force then
use of the wharf and facilities can be
made available to the State and third
parties by the company, upon reason-
able terms and at reasonable eharg~s.
Pending final agreement on the form
of the by-laws, the company is operat-
ing under conditions substantially In
the form of regulations that apply in
other ports. A copy of these condi-
tions is given by the company to all
port users and one will be made avail-
able for the honourable member.

Up to date I have not received a copy.

Mr. Court: The Minister for Works is
away ill, otherwise you would have received
a copy by now.

Mr. BICKERTON: I am pleased to hear
that.

Mr. Bovell: Are you pleased that the
Minister is away ill?

Mr. BICKERTON: I would not wish that
even on the Minister for Lands.

Mr. Bovell: I was trying to get the
record straight. r would hate to see It
recorded that you were pleased the Min-
ister was away ill.

Mr. BICKERTON: I san indebted to the
Minister for Lands for ensuring that my
Hansard record reads correctly. In this
case the reply given by the Minister states,
in effect, there are no regulations so far as
Parliament is concerned. The regulations
are those which the company itself makes,
and under which it is permitted to operate

the port. It was brought out by interjec-
tion from the Minister for the North-West
that they are substantially the samte as
those which apply in the other ports.

As I have pointed out that is not so.
The regulations which apply in other ports
are applied by Government officers who
can be controlled by the Minister. In this
case the regulations are operated by a
private company which has no respon si-
bility to the Minister, except when the
Minister objects; then the matter can be
taken to arbitration. As far as I am con-
cerned that is not a satisfactory set of cir-
cumstances.

Today I asked the Minister for Trans-
port a question in connection with this
matter. The first part was-

Has he or the State Shipping Service
received Protests or complaints lodged
by ships' officers regarding treatment
received from port officials or other
company officials at Dampier?

The answer was, "Yes." The second part
of the question was-

If "Yes," how many-
*(a) written;

(b) verbal,
complaints have been lodged and what
are the nature of the complaints?

The reply was-
One written complaint in August, 1967.

The third part of my question was--
Will he table the written complaints?

The answer was-
The report concerned is considered to
be an internal service operational

* document and not of the type which
hould be tabled.

To digress for a moment, the reason given
for not tabling the document is not a good
one. We, as members of Parliament, ask,
from time to time, for the tabling of papers
which are far more important than this
one. After all, this is a complaint to a
Government department. As far as I know
it could not in any way reflect on the
character of a person, or be detrimental
to him, if it was made public. If it did,
then I take it the Minister would have said
so In his answer. However, we have been
denied the tabling of that document. The
fourth part of my question was--

Does he know of any complaints laid
against the Damnpier port control by
fishermen; if so, will he supply details?

The answer was, "No."

*There has been a considerable amount
of publicity on this point. Quite a few
reports have appeared in the newspapers
on the interference-according to the
fishermnen-by the port officials at
Damnpier. If the Minister for Transport
has not heard or seen any of them I can
make arrangements to provide him with

an
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the cuttings, or to have some other mem-
ber read them out in this H-ouse. The
fifthi part of my question 'was--

Are the masters of State ships per-
mnitted without company permission
to load catches of fish from fishing
boats whilst they are within the area
of the port controlled by the company?

The reply was--
The service has loaded catches of

fish from fishing vessels at arranged
rendezvous within the area. The com-
pany's permission has not been sought
nor has it raised any objection.

That is different from the information
I have been given. I would like the Min-
ister to make further inquiries into this.
I have been informed by people who have
no reason to mislead me that they have
been told they cannot anchor within the
area controlled by the company -unless
they have the permission of the com-
pany.

Mr. Tonkin: That is correct.
Mr. O'Connor: I have had nothing by

way of advice from my department. If
You have the information I would be
happy to get it from you.

Mr. BICKERTON: Has the Minister
made inquiries through the officers of his
department?

Mr. O'Connor:, That has been done.
Mr. BICKERTON: And according to the

Minister there are still no complaints so
far as this matter is concerned.

Mr. O'Connor: That is according to the
information I have.

Mr. BICKERTON: I will have to pick
out a few of them for you. Today I asked
a question without notice -of the Minister
for Transport as follows:-

Further to my question 44 (3) on
today's notice paper, will he supply
copies of replies to any written comn-
plaints that may have been lodged?

From the answer given to a previous ques-
tion he told us that one written complaint
had been received. The Minister in reply
to my question without notice said-

No written reply was issued. The
matter was discussed with the officer
concerned.

If an officer of a department makes a
written complaint to a department, it does
not seem to me to be the usual thing for
him not to receive a written reply. Gov-
ernments are generally fairly fussy, I take
it, with their files and as verbal replies
cannot be filed, I would think it rather
strange that a written reply would not be
sent. If, in fact, he received no written
reply, it seems to me, regardless of his
rank in the service, that he 'was treated
rather discourteously.

Mr. O'Connor: Not when the officer was
called in and the points raised were fully
discussed.

Mr. BICKERTON: No, it does not sound
very businesslike to me; but the Minister
runs the department; I do not. However,
while the Minister is in a chatty mood,
it strikes-

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has one minute left,

Mr. O'Connor; Give me full details
please!

Mr. BICKERTrON: Did you say one
minute, Mr. Speaker?

The SPEAKER: Yes, according to 'my
record.

Mr. BICKERTON: I think these matters
are serious enough to be aired In this
House and for every member to at least
ask himself whether the situation which
exists is the one he wants to continue
to exist. I feel the answers to these ques-
tions have not been to the point.

As my time is running out, I cannol
detail more examples. There was one I
wished to bring before the Minister for
Transport; and some others. To me they
are unsatisfactory and, I think, evade the
issue and border on the untruthful.

Amendment to Motion

I know some other members in this
House think along the same lines as I do,
and to ensure they will have an oppor-
tunity to state their views, I move the
following amendment:-

However, it is with regret that we
feel constrained to inform Your
Excellency that the actions of several
of Your Excellency's Ministers in
deliberately misleading Parliament by
giving untruthful answers to certain
questions properly submitted in ac-
cordance with the Standing Orders
are calculated to bring Parliament
into contempt.

Mx& TONKIEN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) 18.48 p.m.1: This is a very
serious charge against the Government, of
course, and one of the most severe types of
censure motions that can be moved in a
Parliament, because it charges Ministers
of the Government with dishonesty. There
are cases on record where Ministers have
been obliged to resign because of giving
untruthful answers in the Parliament. A
very recent case occurred in Great Britain,
and the Minister concerned not only re-
signed his portfolio but resigned from Par-
liament. The argument in the Parliament
was solely and completely on the Point as
to whether or not the Minister had given
an untruthful answer: and when it was
demonstrated that his answer was un-
truthful he had no option but to resign.
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So that a full appreciation of the ser-
iousness of the charge can be gained, we
direct ourselves to the obligation of prov-
ing the charge, and we believe we can
prove it absolutely.

As members know, it is their right to
ask questions. That is one of the ways
by which private members can obtain in-
formation regarding the administration of
the Government. One does not deny the
right of a Minister, if a question is a
difficult one, to evade the main point. That
is quite frequently done. It may serve to
strengthen the case of the person asking
the question. It is not denied that a
Minister has the right, if he so wishes, to
evade a direct answer; but there is no right
open to a Minister to tell an untruth in
order to evade the point of a question.
Such conduct is not to be tolerated.

The questions asked by the member for
Pilbara were questions he was -entitled to
ask; they were submitted in accordance
with Standing Orders; and he was entitled
to receive truthful answers. The member
for Pilbara has already referred to a num-
ber of these questions, but it is necessary
for me, in order to prove the points, to
go over some of them. In the Votes and
Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly,
No. 6, on page '70, there are certain ques-
tions asked by the member for Pilbara,
Pursuant to notice, of the Minister for
Works. The first question is-

(1) Will he Table a plan showing the
Port area under the control of the
Company at Dampier?

That is clear, unmistakable language. It
refers to a plan which shows the port area
which is under the control of the com-
pany at Dampier. The answer given to
that question was that the area has not
yet been defined. Let us have a look at
that.

I have here a plan of the port area is-
sued by Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd.-a com-
plete plan with all the delineations show-
ing the port area. It is headed-

Dampier Archipelago.
Port of King Bay.

Plot of boundaries as described in
Clause 2 "Interpretation" of the Regu-
lations for the Port of King Bay.

Should there be any doubt about this area
being defined, it can be removed by refer-
ence to the regulations which the Govern-
menit denies exist. I have a photostat copy
of those regulations issued on the 14th
October, 1965. The heading is--

Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited.
Regulations for the Port of King Bay.

(Subject to amendment by the Com-
pany from time to time.)

In these regulations appears the definition
of "port," and I read from page 2-

"Port" means the port of King Bay,
Dampier Archipelago, Western Austra-
lia, delineated as follows:-

Let me refer back to the answer given by
the Minister: "The area has not yet been
defined." That is the Minister's answer.
He could not table a copy because the area
has not yet been defined; but in the com-
pany's own regulations it says, "delineated
as follows," and then follows a complete
description of all the boundaries of the
port area. It reads-

commencing at the north-western
extremity of Legendre Island in Lat.
20' 20.9' S., Long. 116' 49,5 E., thence
by a line bearing 1450 for approxi-
mately 5.5 miles to the northern ex-
tremity of Dolphin island, thence south
westerly along the western shore of
Dolphin Island at high water mark to
its south-western extremity, thence on
a bearing of 209' for approximately 9
cables to the mainland, thence south
westerly along the western shore of
the mainland at high water mark to a
point in Lat. 200 41' S., Long. 116' 40'
E., thence on a bearing of 285' for
approximately 2 miles to the northern
extremity of West Intercourse Island,
thence on a bearing of 380' for ap-
Proximately 4.7 miles to the western
extremity of West Lewis Island, thence
on a bearing of 023' for approximately
10.3 miles to the westernmost of the
Nelson Rocks and thence on a bearing
of 059' for approximately 11 miles to
the point of commencement.

As members will see-a complete delinea-
tion of the port area: yet Parliament is
told by the Minister that he cannot table
a Plan of this port area because the area
has not yet been defined.

Mr. Court: The Minister was quite cor-
rect.

Mr. TONKIN: I wish the Minister would
not mumble under his breath.

Mr. Court: I am not. I am telling you
that the Minister was quite correct.

Mr. TONKIN: The member for Pilbara
asked a question as to whether it was
necessary to get permission to enter the
Port area; and to this question he received
an untruthful answer. I have in front of
mie information which was supplied by the
Central Engineering Services Pty. Ltd..
Herdsman Parade, Wembley Park; and it
says-

Port Damnpier
Dampier Archipelago-North West

Australia
Port Information

I will read in part, as follows:-
Hainersley Iron Pty. Limited-Auth-
ority:
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Pursuant to the provisions of the
Iron Ore (Hamersley Range) Agree-
ment Act, 1963 and Amendment
Act, 1964 of the State of Western
Australia, Hamersley Iron Pty.
Limited is the lessee of all shore areas
and facilities and of the channels and
other parts of the Port-

Now listen to this-
-and has the right to exclude per-
sons and vessels from any part there-
of.

Does that require permission to enter the
port area or does it not? The answer given
to the member for Pilbara was that it
did not require permission.

The Minister for Industrial Development
sought this afternoon to confuse the issue
by endeavouring to draw a distinction be-
tween by-laws and regulations. If we want
to know what is involved in by-laws and
regulations, we turn to the Interpretation
Act. There are three references to this in
the Interpretation Act. Under section 3
it says-

In the absence of express provision
to the contrary, this Act shall apply to
every Act of the Parliament of the
State. heretofore or hereafter passed,
and to every regulation made under
any such Act except in so far as-

I repeat "to every regulation"-and the
word "regulation" is used to include by-
laws and rules, as will be seen. If we turn
to section 4, definitions, we find-

'Regulation," "rule," or "by-law"
means regulation, rule, or by-law (as
the case may be) made under the Act
wherein the term is used:

Section 36 of the Interpretation Act states
more explicitly-

When by any Act it is provided that
regulations may or shall be made,
and-

(i) It is provided that such regula-
tions may or shall be made by
the Governor; or

(ii) it is not provided by whom such
regulations may or shall be
made,

any regulation made under, or by
virtue of, such provision-

(a) shall be made by the Governor;
So it is perfectly clear, Mr. Speaker,' that
no distinction can be drawn between
regulation, rule, or by-law made under the
power of a Statute.

If we look at the Iron Ore (Hamnersley
Iron Pty. Limited) agreement we find
there is no power to make regulations,
rules, or by-laws outside the power to make
them under the control of the Executive
or the Governor. If the Government seeks
to take refuge in the fact that these regu-
lations have not been gazetted, that does
not let the Government out; because it has
only fallen down in its duty by permitting

the company, which does not have the
power, not only to make such regulations
without having them gazetted, but to
operate under them and to impose restric-
tions and penalties upon Persons other
than members of the company.

No-one denies a company the right to
make internal rules for its own organisa-
tion and management but, when it pur-
ports to draw up a set of regulations which
will exclude other people and which will
impose obligations upon other People, then
it is exceeding its right to make internal
regulations, and it is not acting under the
power conferred upon it by the Parliament.

Now the Government has been aware of
the existence of these regulations since
1965, but they have not been approved by
the Governor or gazetted. Whilst the Gov-
ernment has been so aware, it has allowed
the company to use the regulations as if
they had the full power of the law and it
has allowed the company to impose obliga-
tions upon other People. Accordingly, it
does not serve the Government to use the
fact that they may not have been gazetted
to deny that such regulations have existed.
They had existed and have operated, as
has been shown by the member for Pilbara.

Often objections have been made to de-
partments, because the regulations have
been onerous. They are regulations which
should have been tabled in the Parliament,
which should have been gazetted, and
which should have received the approval
of the Governor. The fact that the Gov-
ernment allowed them to operate without
that approval does not say that they are
not regulations.

I was fortunate enough to come into
possession of these and, in fact, the com-
pany issues copies of the regulations and
requires a receipt from the person to whom
they are issued to the effect that he has
received them and knows all about them.
I propose to read from the regulations at
page 26, which is in the form of a
receipt. It reads as follows:-

Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited
Receipt for Port Regulations for

Execution by Shipowner
....... .. ~.....acknowledges that

until further notice is given by the
Company the above regulations shall
apply to all vessels which at any time
and from time to time shall enter the
Port of King Bay and of which the
said ....... ....... ... .... _is then the
owner and agrees in consideration of
the Company agreeing (to the extent
provided by the said regulations and
until further notice given by the Com-
pany) to provide services and facilities
at the Port of King Bay to be bound
by the provisions of the said regula-
tions and to procure compliance with
the said regulations by such vessels
and the respective masters and crews
thereof.
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In this Acknowledgment and Agree-
ment the terms "Company," "vessels."
"owner," "Port of King Hay" and
"masters" shall have the respective
meanings assigned to them in the
said regulations.

Dated this ........ day of.............
1968..

Mr. Speaker, these are the regulations
which the Minister has told the Parlia-
ment are under consideration; that they
cannot be tabled because they are under
consideration. I ask you. Mr. Speaker, did
the member for Pilbara receive a truthful
or an untruthful answer?.

Mr. Court: He received a truthful an-
swer and you are quite unfair to the
Minister for Works; you obviously have
not read the agreement.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister for Indus-
trial Development will say that black is
white.

Mr. Court: We will demonstrate to you
the Minister *gave a truthful answer, and
he is the last person in the House who
would want to give you anything else.

Mr. TONKIN: Is there a plan or is there
not a plan of the Port of King Bay? Let
me have the Minister's answer.

Mr. Court: We will explain in very sim-
ple terms and Prick this jolly great balloon
you are blowing up, trying to accuse the
Minister for Works of being untruthful.
He is not untruthful.

Mr. TONKIN: r am accusing him; and.
what is more, I am proving it.

Mr. Court: You should apologise when
you hear the explanation. Obviously you
have not read the agreement.

Mr. TONKIN: The question was asked,
"Would the Minister table a plan?"

Mr. Court: He said he would.
Mr. TONKIN: Oh no, he did not; he

did not say anything of the sort.
Mr. Court: He has undertaken to table

a plan.
Mr. TONKIN: He said the area has not

yet been defined.
Mr. Court: But he has gone on to explain

the area which has been defined and the
plan which he will table.

Mr. TONKIN: Not in this answer. I will
read the rest of the answer so that the
Minister will not get away with that one.

Mr. Court: You read all his answers.
Mr. TONKIN: The answer is-

The area has not yet been defined,
but the company has control over the
areas covered by leases for dredging
and wharf structures.

That is the answer and it is an untruthful
answer.

Mr. Court: It is not.
(15]

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister's saying that
it is not, does not make it so.

Mr. Court: You are being quite unfair
to the Minister concerned, who has given
a truthful answer.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister will have
the opportunity of proving that what I
am saying is incorrect. I say there is a
plan and I can prove it with the documents
in my possession, but Parliament has been
told there is not.

Mr. Court: You read the rest of the
Minister's answers.

Mr. TONKIN: The rest is a plan show-
ing such areas-which areas?

Mr. Court: Areas he has told you about.
and he is going to table them.

Mr. TONKIN: What are they?
Mr. Court: Good heavens!
Mr. TONKIN: Yes: they are not the

areas the Minister is trying to imply they
are. The question was in regard to the
port area. That means the whole of the
area from which the company has the
right to exclude people. The Minister's
answer was-

The area has not yet been defined.
but the company has control over the
areas covered by leases for dredging
and wharf structures.

That implies there are no other areas
delineated, but only areas for dredging and
wharf structures; and that is not true how-
ever much the Minister for Industrial
Development might be endeavouring to
prove to the contrary. The fact is there
was a plan; there is still a plan of which
I have a copy here, and I have the ref -
erences to all the boundaries. However, the
answer I received was that the area has
not yet been defined. My third question
was-

Is there an area in the vicinity of
Rosemary Island which is considered
a reasonably safe anchorage during
cyclones; if so, would it be necessary
for a ship to obtain permission from
the company to anchor there during
a cyclone or at any other time?

And the Minister replied-
Anchorage in the vicinity of Rose-

mary Island is not considered safe
for other than small craft with know-
ledge of local waters. Anchorage in
Mermaid Strait is considered reason-
ably safe. Ships are not' required to
obtain Permission.

That is the answer, when the Minister
knows full well that they are; that the
company has the right to exclude anyone
from the Port area, as is shown by the
document from which I quoted and which
I shall quote again. It reads-

Pursuant to the provisions of the
Iron Ore (Hamersley Range) Agree-
ment Act, 1963, and Amendment Act,
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1964 of the State of Western Australia,
Hamersley Iron Pty.'Limited is the
lessee of all shore areas and facilities
and of the channels and other Parts
of the Port and has the right to ex-
clude persons and vessels from any
Part thereof.

That means it has the right to exclude
persons or vessels from any part of the
port area delineated in the regulations.
Yet the Parliament Is told that in order
to enter this port area a permit is not re-
quired. I ask again: Is that a truthful
or an untruthful answer? Are we, in this
Parliament, to accept such a situation:
namely, that Ministers can please them-
selves whether they tell the truth when
answering questions? Because this is a
serious matter.

We are entitled to assume that the
answers given are truthful, and to shape
our conduct and actions accordingly. We
could be misled into all sorts of embar-
rassing situations if we are to act on
information supplied by Ministers to
Parliament which is untrue. A vital
principle is at stake, and I -would add that
this trend has been continuing for far too
long.

Without exaggeration I could produce
evidence of at least 50 untruths which
have been made in answer to questions
asked in this House in past sessions. Only
the other evening I received an untruthful
answer from the Acting Minister for
Police. I asked a question on the type
of credit betting which is still permitted
by the Totalisator Agency Board. I ob-
tained an answer which subsequently I
was able to prove was quite untrue, be-
cause I visited a couple of fairly substan-
tial punters who have bet on credit for
years, and they told me they are still do-
ing what they have been doing all the
time. Yet the Parliament was informed
that this was no longer possible and that
the system had been changed.

The time has come when we should
call a halt to this sort of thing and assert
our rights to obtain truthful answers to
questions. In this instance the answers
are prevarications of the worst possible
kind. The questions I want answered are:
Where does the power come from for
Haineisley Iron Pty. Ltd. to make what
it purports to be regulations, which are
put into operation for a period of years,
if they are not, in fact, regulations, be-
cause they 'have not been gazetted? It
must be borne In mind that these are
not internal rules for the working of the
company. These are rules which are
binding upon other members of the com-
munity which impose restriction upon
them, and relieve them of rights they
would other-wise be entitled to enjoy.

For emphasis I propose to quote from
some of these regulations which were
issued on the 14th October, 1965, and

which11 have been operating ever since
with the knowledge of the Government.
They read as follows:-

TITLE:
1. These regulations shall be called

"The Port of King Bay Regula-
tions".

The Government tells us these are not
regulations at all. To continue-

INTERPRETATION:
2. In these regulations where the

context so permits--
"berth" means any place at which.
a vessel is anchored,..
"cargo" includes all wares and
merchandise, ,,
"Company" means Hamersley Iron
Pty. Limited....
"dues" includes all dues, rates,
fees, tolls, inmposts and charges
payable to the Company under
these regulations.
"1goods" shall have the same
meaning as "cargo"

Then follows a delineation of the port
which I have already read to the House.
Then follows-

"Harbour Master" includes any
person acting as such or as
Assistant Harbour Master under
the authority of the Company;
"'vessel" includes any ship, boat,
and every other description of
vessel used or designed for use for
any purpose on the sea or in
navigation. Without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, the
term includes dinghy, lighter,
barge, punt, bulk, raft, pontoon,
seaplane, hovercraft, or like vessel.

You will be interested in this provision,
Mr. Speaker, which states-

Application: All the provisions of
these regulations and of every amend-
ment thereto shall apply unless re-
stricted' by the context to the port,
and to the harbour works, whether
the property of the company or other-
wise.

If the port has not been defined how can
this regulation be applied? The next item
states--

Damages: The Company may sue
for and recover damages in any court
of competent jurisdiction train the
owner, Master, or agent of a vessel
for any Injury, damage, or loss caused
by such vessel or by any person be-
longing to or employed in or about
such vessel to any harbour works or
to any works or property of or under

*the management or control of the
Company provided that without limit-
ing the generality of the foregoing the
owner, Master or agent at the direc-

-tion of the Harbour Master or the
Company shall repair and make good
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to the reasonable satisfaction of the
Company any such Injury, damage
or loss.

You know very well, Mr. Speaker, that
no company or private individual can
arrogate to itself, or to himself, the power
of a law, unless it is a law. No-one
can make internal rules which are made
to apply to other people unless those rules
are properly gazetted and approved by
the Government.

Here we have an instance where the
company draws up regulations purporting
to have the force of law and which the
company has enforced, and the Govern-
ment endeavours to slide out from under
by saying. "They are not regulations, be-
cause they have not been gazetted."

The company should be prosecuted for
' making what purports to be laws with-
out the authority to do so. That is the
situation if these regulations have not
been approved by the Government. What
private individual can draw up a set of
rules Imposing obligations upon other
People as if they had the force of law
when, in fact, they had not?

The Government, however, has been
content to allow this situation to continue,
and it has endeavoured to avoid the
charge by saying that the regulations are
under consideration. What regulations
are under consideration? Are they the
regulations that have been operating since
19657 These regulations are full and com-
plete; they govern all the activities of a
port in the company's interest as such,
and, being made by the company, they can
only be made under the regulation-making
power contained in the Act, which re-
quires that all such regulations shall. be
made by the Government, and shall be
tabled in Parliament; although the Gov-
erment took away from Parliament the
right to have them disallowed by excluding
that part of the Interpretation Act which
ordinarily applies to all other rules and
by-laws. Nevertheless the obligation re-
mained for the regulations to be tabled
in the House and for them to be gazetted.

I repeat, there is no other power for
the company to make by-laws, rules or
regulations of any kind. The only rules
or regulations it can make are those which
are set forth in the Act. Section 4 of
the Act states--

The Governor may make by-laws.
for the purposes of, and in accordance
with, the Agreement.

These would be by-laws which would be
drawn up by the company, submitted to
the Government, and if there is any dis-
agreement they would then be referred
to an arbitrator and the arbitrator's deci-
sion would determine what the by-laws
were and, in due course, the Governor
would approve.

Apparently, however, the Governor was
given no opportunity to approve these
regulations nor were they gazetted, but

they have operated as if all the require-
mnents were complied with, and the Gov-
ernment has been content to allow that
situation "to remain; and, when ques-
tioned about it, the Government has
denied the existence of these regulations.

I do not know what more one must
do to Prove one's case. Here is clear
evidence that the answers given were un-
truthful answers, and as such the Minis-
ters responsible have a case to answer;
the Government has a case to answer;
and the Opposition would be failing in
its duty as an Opposition if it did not
draw attention to the Position and attempt
to prevent a repetition.

Mr. O'Connor: The amendment men-
tions several Ministers. Are you going
to bring up the others?

Mr. TONKIN: I have mentioned the
Minister f or Transport, the Minister for
Works, and the Minister for Industrial
Development, and three makes several. I
make no charges at this time against other
Ministers, but on previous occasions other
Ministers-and I do not want to mention
their names unnecessarily-have also
given untruthful answers to the Parlia-
knent.

Mr. O'Connor: And the untruthful answer
I gave you was?

Mr. TONKIN: The answer the Minister
gave me was untruthful.

Mr. O'Connor: Which one?

Mr. TONKCIN: With regard to credit
betting in the T.AB.

The SPEAKER; The honourable mem.-
ber has another five minutes.

Mr. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker,
I now propose to conclude.

Mr. O'Connor: In that one I asked you
to give me any information you had, and
I said I would make investigations in
connection with it.

Mr. TONKIN: That Is so.
Mr. O'Connor: It was not an untruthful

answer.

Mr. TONKIN,. Oh yes, the Minister's
answer was untruthful, and if I have an
opportunity I shall prove it.

Mr. O'Connor: I am astounded.

M1r. TONKIN': It will not be difficult to
prove. So that I will not misrepresent the
position I will get the exact words. I am
sorry I have to delay the House a little
longer but we must clear this point up.
You may recall, Sir, that my question
dealt with whether the Totalisator Agency
Board still permitted agents to lend money
to bettors to enable them to carry on
credit betting either over the counter or
by telephone.
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I have now been supplied with the rele-
vant information. I quote from Page 266
of Hansard of this year. My question
was-

(1) Does the TAB. still countenance
over the counter betting in agen-
cies where the bet is made with
cash loaned to the bettor by the
agent?

(2) Does the T.A.B. still countenance
telephone betting where the bets
are made by the bettors from
loans from agents who have
agreed to keep bettors deposit
accounts in credit?

(3) What methods of betting with the
T.A.B. are now available to bet-
tors who wager by telephone?

The answer to the first part of my ques-
tion was, "No." I do not dispute that,
because I do not know whether the answer
is right. The answer of the Minister to
the second part of the question was also,
"No." This is the part of the answer which
is definitely untruthful, because I have
checked with some bettors-and they are
ones who bet in a very big way-and
find they are still betting in precisely the
same way as they have been doing for
years; that is, without putting in any
money beforehand, and settling the ac-
count the following week.

Mr. O'Connor: Surely as a member of
this House you should bring a matter such
as that before Parliament. You should
not assist these people to break the law.

Mr. TONKIN: It is my right to get a
truthful answer.

Mr. O'Connor: You should not be help-
ing those people to break the law.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not helping people
to break the law. The Minister ought to
talk about helping people to break the
law! The T.AB, has been helping people
to break the law for the last eight years.
That is the answer which I say is un-
truthful, and I can prove it is untruthful.

With regard to the aspect of bringing
information forward, I will tell the Min-
ister what would happen if I did: The
Chairman of the TA.B, would deny any
knowledge of the matter and would sack
the agents concerned. I will not put them
in that situation. I advise the Minister
to tell the Chairman of the TA.B, that he
has supplied the Minister with an un-
truthful answer, and what is more he
knew he was doing so at the time.

It is regrettable that a situation arises
which obliges one to charge Ministers
with giving untruthful answers to ques-
tions asked in this House. As that has
occurred, and as it has to be stopped it
was our duty to move the amendment
which we have moved. I realise, and it
has been said over and over again, that
arguments do not count in this Parliament;
it is the numbers which count. The Gov-
ernment has the numbers, no doubt, to

defeat the amendment; but numbers will
not supply the answers to the charges we
have made. It will require more than
that. When a Minister says there is no
plan-

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber's time has expired.

Mr. TONKIN: -but there is, then the
answer is untrue.

MR, COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Industrial Development) [9.34 p.m.): This
amendment, to say the least, is a despic-
able one, and it is made even more des-
picable by the verbiage which has just
been used by the Leader of the Opposition.
As Leader of the Opposition he should
have a sense of responsibility to this
Parliament. He has made in a very sweep-
ing way allegations against Ministers, and
he throws this word "untruthful" around
with careless abandon. He has been doing
that ever since I have been in this Parlia-
mnent.

Before I deal with the amendment I
will refer to a particular point of discus-
sion between him and the Acting Minister
for Police, when the Leader of the Opposi-
tion insisted that the Minister gave an
untruthful answer. If he had said that
the Minister gave an incorrect answer he
would have had some, grounds for argu-
ment; but to say that the answer was un-
truthful is despicable. The very words of
the Leader of the Opposition make his
statement despicable, because the Minister
was only conveying the advice given to
himn by the Chairman of the T.A.B. That
does not make the answer given by the
Minister untruthful. It is quite despicable
to refer to the Minister as being untruth-
ful, because in my book being untruth-
ful is to tell a deliberate lie-and the Act-
ing Minister for Police did not tell a
deliberate lie any more than the Minister
for Works did.

I am amazed that the Opposition has
come forward in such despicable terms
to reflect on this Parliament. It is very
significant that the member for Pilbara,
in whose electorate Dampier is located,
and who spoke on and on about the regula-
tions operating at Dampier, and who criti-
cised the Government and the company,
was not prepared to Put the name of the
company in his amendment. The company
happens to be in his electorate, and he
has a Pretty fair idea that the people of
Dampier would not like it had he done
so, because they know that this company
has done a magnificent job in establish-
ing the port at no cost to the taxpayer. It
established a port where there was
absolutely nothing previously, but what
has it received from the Opposition? It
has received nothing but ridicule and
abuse.

Mr. Jamieson: You are wasting your
time.
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Mr. COURT: That is the reward the
company has got from the Opposition for
establishing this type of industry, which
we want to see doubled and trebled within
the next seven years! Who else would want
to use the port except the odd State ship
'which comes and goes quite freely, and an
occasional fishing vessel? Most of the fish-
ing vessels, with one exception, have con-
formed with the regulations. The excep-
tion was a vessel the captain of which,
on his own admission to me through the
owner, did not conform to reasonable
rules; and he was asked to obey the rules.
All master mariners like to have rules
governing the use of ports; and they do
not like to be in ports where there are no
clearly defined regulations for their own
safety as well as f or the safety of others.

In view of the fact that the main argu-
ments seem to surround the answer given
to a question asked of the Minister for
Works, who unfortunately because of ill-
ness is not here this evening, I propose to
expose the hypocrisy of the arguments of
the Leader of the Opposition, and also
those of the member for the district, the
member for Pilbara.

This Minister for Works, in an endeav-
out to be factual in his answers, set out
to convey to the Opposition-knowing the
Leader of the Opposition I thought he
would have taken the hint-that there
were at this point of time no by-laws
under the terms of the agreement, and
there never have been any.

Mr. Jamieson: Why are there none?
Mr. COURT: I will explain that if the

honourable member will remain quiet. The
reason is this; The Government wants
certain things to be incorporated in the
by-laws, and at this point of time the Gov-
ernment and the company are not in com-
plete unanimity as to the final conditions
for the by-laws. That is not unusual, and
I am sure the Leader of the Opposition
and his supporters would expect the Gov-
ernment to arrive by negotiation at some-
thing which we consider to be what we
want. There is not a great area of dif-
ference; it is a very small area of differ-
ence. I do not know why there is a
panic to rush into by-laws just for the
sake of having by-laws.

The Minister for Works was quite en-
titled to say that these by-laws were under
negotiation, and they still are. Under the
agreement provision was made for this
situation.

Mr. Tonkin: Where is it?
Mr. COURT: I will give it to the Leader

of the Opposition. I was trying to indicate
to him this evening, when, on behalf of
my colleague, I was answering his ques-
tions without notice, that there were two
different sets of circumstances. But as
usual be blows up his balloon, and con-
tinues to blow and blow; so somebody has
to prick it and let it burst in his face.

Mr. Tonkin: You will have the job in
front of you.

Mr. COURT: There is the situation
where there is no agreement on the final
form of the by-laws. I repeat there is no
great difference of opinion. It is the mat-
ter of lawyers getting together and an
argument arising about verbiage and so on.
But provision is made in clause 10 (2)
(f) for the situation where no by-laws
have, in fact, been agreed. it was fore-
shadowed at the time that there could be
a hiatus between the time when the com-
pany had to go into operation-and heaven
forbid it be held up over some tiddly argu-
ment.-and the actual finalisation of the
by-laws, which would be formally gazetted
in accordance with the provisions of the
legislation. This is what clause 10 (2) (f)
provides--

subject to and in accordance with by-
laws (which shall include provision for
reasonable charges) from time to time
to be made and altered as provided in
subelause (3) of this clause and sub-
ject thereto or if no such by-laws are
made or in force then upon reasonable
terms and at reasonable charges (hav-
ing regard to the cost thereof to the
Company) allow the State and third
parties to use the Company's wharf
and harbour installations wharf
machinery and equipment and wharf
and harbour services and facilities
PROVIDED THAT such use shall not
unduly prejudice or interfere with the
Company's operations hereunder;

How else is the company going to operate
under its provisions unless it tells the
master mariners and all others the rules
for the time being? The Government, at
all times, is in the supreme position that
it can issue a proclamation, and the port
then becomes a proclaimed port.

Mr. Bickerton: Do you believe in the
regulations as they exist at the present
time?

Mr. COURT: The position has been told
to the honourable member by the Minister
for Works in truth and frankness and
despite this he denies that that is so, Of
all members on the other side of the
House, I am disappointed that the honour-
able member moved this motion.

Mr. Bickerton: Your Personal opinion
does not concern me. I am dealing with
the regulations at Dampier and asking if
you are happy with them.

Mr. COURT: I will tell the honourable
member if he will listen. I noted that the
honourable member complained about
people taking up his time. The rules under
which the port is functioning at the
moment-in the absence of by-Iaws--arP
as the Minister told the honourable mem-
ber; and, for all practical purposes, they
arc along the lines of those applying to
State controlled ports. If the honourable
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member will look at the provisions that
Prevail in respect of Government-operated
Ports, he will find the provisions to which
he is taking exception are the general
rule. For instance, one would not get a
pilot to bring in any ship without there
was some statutory protection for him in
respect of the ship's safety. He acts in
good faith, but he must be protected by
Statute.

Mr. Bickerton: I never mentioned a pilot.

Mr. COURT: I am trying to tell the
honourable member about the regulations
and the port. Unless there was some pro-
tection, no-one would undertake these
duties. If the honourable member will
look at the regulations he will find that in
respect of the officers who control these
Ports there is always protection given.
The honourable member said it would be
all right if it were a Government port.

Mr. Bickerton: Not necessarily all right;
I said if you had some control.

Mxr. COURT: It is a private port, and the
two ports are, as to operation, identical for
practical purposes. In this case, It is a
port into which big ships have to come.
They come in in ballast and depart fully
loaded. In this area there is other ship-
Ping as well; and somebody has to have a
degree of responsibility over the shipping.

In my opinion the company has operated
this port extremely well. The honourable
member could bring forward only this one
case, which could be the result of temper
or sour grapes and occur at any Port at
any time.

Mr. Bickerton: You have not told me
whether you agree with the regulations as
drawn up by the company.

Mr. COURT: I could not suggest any
other form; and similar regulations could
apply in any port. I was formerly Minis-
ter for Shipping and had brought to my
notice by the Harbour & Light Department
that there was a need to protect harbour
masters and the like. My first reaction
was the same as that of the honourable
member, but when the position was ex-
plained to me by practical men I could see
these things were necessary. I saw this
type of operation in a different light.

Mr. Bickerton: This vessel is tied up at
the wharf; it is not being piloted.

Mr.
wharf

Mr.
of the

COURT: A vessel tied up at the
has to be subject to control.
Bickerton: Should it be taken out
control of the ship's officers?

Mr. COURT: You have spoken of no
other Port in this way.

Mr. Blickerton: Just because I quoted
one case, it is not the only one I know.

Mr. COURT: If there were others the
honourable member would have brought
them UP. I want to make the Point that

there is provision in the agreement for by-
laws to be brought down and gazetted; and
there is provision in the particular clause
to which I have referred for the operation
of the port on fair and reasonable terms,
pending the gazettal of the by-laws. Over-
riding all of this, the Government has the
right to proclaim the port at any time.

Mr. Bickerton: They could be gazetted
now and altered. After all, they cannot
be disallowed by Parliament.

Mr. COURT: The Government does not
want to gazette them in their present
form.

Mr. Bickerton; Because they will be
tabled.

Mr. COURT: No; we want them in the
form we want them and, failing to get
them in that form, we will proclaim the
port. The honourable member, in his
antagonism towards private companies, is
making this an issue to irritate these com-
panies and he is not prepared to decide
on the merits of the operation.

Mr. Bickerton: When cornered you
always argue like this.

Mr. COURT: No. I do not want to
labour this case, but I do want to have it
on record in the clearest terms that the
Minister for Works was right in giving the
answers he did when he said at this point
of time there were no by-laws gazetted
under the terms of the ratified agreement
and that at this point of time the com-
pany was operating under the conditions
of Clause 10 (2) (f). If the honourable
member will put this in its proper per-
spective, he will readily agree that the
minister for Works answered the questions
truthfully, and in accordance with the
agreement as the situation exists.

I do not know why there is all this hulla-
baloo about the operations of Dampier.
No mention is made of things that are
going on in other ports-complaints of
which we hear-because those ports are
run by the Government.

Mr. Bickerton: That is not so.
Mr. COURT: The honourable member

knows that problems are inevitable in the
operation of ports of this kind.

Mr. Bickerton: What makes this im-
portant is the fact that it is the first
private port and there will probably be
more. Now is the time to sort this matter
out before the other ports are established.

Mr. COURT: I do not know what is
being sorted out. I can only see this as a
snide way to have a crack at the com-
pany-

Mr. Tonkin: Rubbish!

Mr. COURT: -or, on the other hand,
using the company-

Mr. Jamieson: This is Communist in-
spired, don't You know! That will be your
next bogeyman.
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Mr. COURT: The honourable member
seems to be haunted by the D.L.P. at the
moment.

Mr. Jamieson: I am not as worried
about it as you are.

Mr. COURT: With the support of his
leader, the honourable member is using
the company and its port operations as
the means-

Mr. Tonkin: Nonsense.

Mr. COURT: -of implying, and putting
into the minds of the public, that the
Ministers of this Government are un-
truthful.

Mr. Tonkin: Not implying! Is there a
Port or is there not?

Mr. COURT: Of course there is; and if
the Leader of the opposition would be fair,
be would remember that the Minister for
Works said he would table the plan over
the leased area which the company has
under its lease.

Mr. Tonkin: Has the port area been
defined?

Mr. COURT: Of course the leased area
has been defined and the Minister will
table a Plan which sets out the whole area.

Mr. Tonkin: The Minister said it had
not been defined.

Mr, COURT: The area for the lease has
been defined, but the area for the purpose
of by-laws has not been defined. Will the
Leader of the Opposition for one moment
be reasonable and fair and understand
there are two separate things? The Minis-
ter for Works in answering the question
was dealing with by-laws. No by-laws have
been approved; no by-laws have been
gazetted; and therefore there is no de-
fined area under those by-laws.

Mr. Tonkin: Is the area already de-
lineated likely to be enlarged?

Mr. COURT: I would not know.
Mr. Tonkin: You would not?

Mr. COURT: I would not, because the
matter is still to be resolved as to the
final form of the by-laws, and that will
decide also the final form of the area,
because it is part of the difference of
opinion between the company and the
Government as to what will be the area.
Therefore it was doubly right of the Min-
ister for Works to say that the area had
not been delineated.

Mr. Tonkin: Why has the company the
right to exclude people from an area
which has not been defined?

Mr. COURT: Under clause 10 (2) (f),
the agreement provides that the company
can, on reasonable terms, operate the port,
pending the establishment of by-laws.

Mr. Tonkin: Which port? It has not
been defined according to you.

Mr. COURT: I do not attempt ever to
reason with the Leader of the Opposition;
but Parliament has adopted this agree-
ment; it has ratified it; and it included
this clause at the time. Goodness only
knows, the by-law clause came under
enough argument in this particular case,
and in all others.

Mr. Bickerton: How does the captain
know when he is in company waters?

Mr. COURT: Because the company has,
as a matter of good sense and manage-
ment-and this was welcomed by the
masters--given them the conditions under
which they are operating the port at this
time. These are not the by-laws, and the
masters have not objected.

Mr. Bickerton: Why cannot the member
for the district get a copy of these if the
captains can get one?

Mr. COUJRT: The honourable member
will get it, and the Minister has told him
he will get it: and if the Minister had not
been ill today -the honourable member,
would have received it today.

Mr. Bickerton: It is only a copy of a
plan, is it not?

Mr. COURT: No; the honourable mem-
ber will get a plan and the conditions
under which the port is functioning at
present.

Mr. Bickerton: How long have the
captains had it?

Mr. COURT: Every user of the port gets
it and signs, as a contractual obligation,
that these are the conditions under which
he is using the port. The Leader of the
Opposition read these out. What other
way is there to operate a port in the
absence of by-laws?

Mr. 'Bickerton: This question was asked
over a week ago. Is it so difficult to get a
copy of the plan?

Mr. COURT: if the honourable member
wants to trade on the fact that the
Minister is not available, let him continue
on the line he is adopting. I have told
him he will get a copy of the information
the masters have, and also a copy of the
plan the Minister has promised. The
Minister has not been dilatory. It has
been physically impossible for him to
attend to the matter.

Mr. Tonkin: Would it be a plan of the
port area?

Mr. COURT: It will be the Plan he pro-
mised Parliament, and it will be truthful
in every way. I oppose the amendment.

MR. IANJESON (Belmont) 19.53 pim.1:
I support the amendment moved by the
member for Pilbara even if it is merely to
point out to the last speaker some points
which seem to exist in his mind, but which
do not exist at all. If he refers to this
clause 10(2) (f) which be so constantly

251
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mentioned, he will find it does not say
what he thinks it says. it refers to the
fact that if no by-laws are in operation
at the time, then the company may allow
the State and third parties to use the
company's wharf and harbour installa-
tions. It contains nothing at all about the
port or the defined port. Therefore the
company has no right whatever to make
conditions appertaining to the port itself
within the prescribed area, which has
already been defined or delineated in the
pseudo regulations--if we might call them
that-which have applied.

If the Government has done nothing else,
it has aided and abetted the company in
misleading the public at large into believ-
ing that the company had these
regulations that were in force by law,
because the company very clearly indicated
under its heading that they are the regula-
tions for the Port of King Bay. An'
reasonable Person has the right to assume
that they have the imprimzatur of law
somewhere along the line.

If we read the agreement associated
with this company, and the regulations
which it is issuing, we find this is not so.
The company has the right, under clause
10(2) (f) to set out certain conditions and
regulations for the use of the harbour in-
stallations and wharf machinery at the
company's wharf. That is all the right
the company has until it gazettes some
regulations.

On this point it surely is rather hard to
accept and believe* that in the five years
during wvhich this agreement has been in
operation, the Government has not been
able to bring these regulations before
Parliament and lay them on the Table of
the House as required under section 4 of
the Act,

Subelause (3) of clause 10 of the agree-
ment provides that any dispute as to the
reasonableness of requirements must be
decided by arbitration. If such a dispute
is involved now between the legal person-
alities-presumably between officers of the
Crown Law Department and the legal men
of Hamersley Iron Pty. Limited--surely
the reasonable thing to do would be to refer
the points to arbitration and thereby
obtain something tangible which the
people can understand and know does
apply.

Mr. Court: There is no need for it.
Mr. JAMIESON: The skipper of a ship,

to which these regulations -apply
would, in all reasonableness, think that
the company had the right to make these
regulations. The heading of the regula-
tions does not indicate that they are
temporary. It merely states that they are
regulations for the Port of King flay.

Surely this is misleading; and for the
Minister to get up and say it is quite O.K.
indicates he is just not with it. Despite
what he thinks of the opposition, and

despite what he keeps saying about our
being opposed to Hamersicy Iron Pty.
Limited, or whatever the company might
be from time to time, I might warn the
Minister that these companies have Just
about had enough of him because they are
starting to complain to and confide in the
Opposition members. Before very long he
will be dropped like the hot potato he is,
and be will bounce very high. He will
say, "Think of all I have done for you,
and look what you have done to me;" but
it will serve him right. The agreement
states that regulations must be proclaimed
and it appears as though it is Procrastina-
tion on the part of the Minister and the
Government in regard to proclaiming the
regulations in a right and proper manner,
which is responsible for this present
trouble before Parliament.

Mr. Court: There is no trouble except
in your mind.

Mr. JAMIESON: From the information
available to them, members of the Oppo-
sition are entitled to the opinion that the
answer given was not a truthful one. We
know it was not truthful because of the
information supplied to us by the company.
If the company has no rights in this
matter it should have in regard to other
matters. We have seen the Press reports
on the closed township at Dampier.

Mr. Court: There is no closed township
at Dampier.

Mr, JAMIESON: It is closed to the
extent that restrictions have been placed
on movements.

Mr. Court: No it is not.
Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister says,

"No;" ;1but of course-
Mr. Court: Tourists are coming and

going through these towns.
Mr, JAMIEESON: To a degree, but they

are still under the jurisdiction of the
company.

Mr, Court: Only where safety applies in
respect of the plant. You would not want
people wandering around in the middle of
the plant.

Mr. JAMIESON: As my leader said a
while ago, no-one would want anything
but some form of safety restrictions in
private establishments. But so far as the
overall and overriding regulations which
might be 'applied to the general public are
concerned, what is the position of anyone
who, as a passenger on board a State ship,
comes within the jurisdiction of these
regulations? Such a person would know
nothing about them. As I understand the
position, the only one who has had to sign
for them, and the only one who has had
an opportunity to see them would probably
be the master of the ship. Perhaps his
deputy and the other officers of the ship
might have seen them, but the passengers
would not know they were transgressing
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the regulations, because the Government
has not done the right and proper thing
by them-

The Government is here to watch the
interest of the citizens of this State, and
not only those of the Hamersicy company.
The company can look after itself and
does not need the Minister to box on on its
behalf. It can fight. its own battles and
will do so for a long 'while after the Mini-
ister and myself, and a lot of others, have
passed from the scene. So the Minister
need not think that this is one of those
things inspired by himself which will
remain current only while he is about.
There are certain powers above even the
Minister-I am led to believe, at any rate.

At present our only issue is whether the
regulations propounded are in order or
are not in order. Having originally been
issued in 1965, surely it is high time they
were brought to a state where everybody,
not only the chosen few who apparently
happen to know at this time, knows what
is going on. When the member for Pilbara
asked questions in the House, because,
certain matters associated with this area
had been referred to him, the Minister
implied that he was trying not to name the
Hamersely iron company. I think that is
tweedledum and tweedledee. There is
only one company in the area, so obviously
everyone knows the name of the company.

Mr. Bickerton: No name was mentioned
in my remarks.

Mir. Court: I was complaining that the
company he was talking about was not
mentioned in the motion.

Mr. JAMTUESON: What has that to do
with it? The only company involved is
Hamerslcy Iron Pty. Ltd. so I do not see
that the Minister has scored anything in
that. The opposition has done the right
thing in drawing public attention to the
situation that exists there. This will at-
tract the attention of people who might
happen to fall foul of these spurious
regulations that have come into existence,
despite the fact that they are not in ac-
cordance with the agreement and irres-
pective of whetber the Minister tries to
say they are. The regulations govern the
whole of the port at King Bay, the port
being defined as a considerable area
which is in excess of the wharf installa-
tions.

The companies are given the right to
make special regulations, but, of course,they are not supposed to be unreasonable.
The Minister was not prepared to tell the
member for Pilbara whether or not he
deemed them unreasonable.

Mr. Court: I made it clear that they
have, for all practical purposes, the same
regulations as Government ports and
were therefore acceptable. I am not try-
ing to shelter from this at all.

Mr. JAMIESON: I do not think the
Minister made that clear.

Mr. Court: It is clear now.
Mr. JAMIESON: The Minister is quite

happy that the company is able to take
control of a State ship-when in port-
out of the hands of the master, yet the
master is still responsible for anything
that might happen at the port when the
private harbour master takes some action
that causes injury to a person, or damage
to produce on the ship. I repeat, the
Minister is quite happy that that should
take place. That is what the Minister is
saying, and that is our complaint.

Mr. Court: That is no different from
what happens in our own State ports.

Mr. JAMIESON: I think the Leader of
the Opposition made that pretty clear.
The harbour master has some responsibil-
ity to State instrumentalities, but there
would be no redress if State ships were
damaged in any way because of his mis-
handling.

Mr. Court: He has to act in good faith.
Mr. JAMIESON: Not really, because the

rules exempt' him.
Mr. Court: Yes, he does.
Mr. JAMIESON: He is exempt from

blame for any mismanagement, and his
employers do not accept responsibility.
That is wrong.

I think enough has been said of
the situation to point out that the
Government is failing in its responsi-
bility under the provisions in the Hamers-
ley agreement. It has not gone all the
way by having proper regulations pro-
claimed. It has allowed some temporary
regulations to exist, and only a few people
are completely aware of those regulations.
No doubt the regulations would have no
real force at law-at least so far as I can
see-because this particular section, even
if it were to apply to the whole of the
port, which it should not, does not seem
to give a right for any penalty to be ap-
plied. The skippers of ships could pos-
sibly tell the company to jump in the
lake. No doubt, as the Minister has said,
they would not be allowed in the port
again.

Mr. Court: That might be true of State
controlled ports also.

Mr. JAMIESON: I suggest the move
by the member for Pilbara is correct and
proper. If it does nothing else, it fairly
indicates to the people of this State the
maladministration of the agreement by
the present Government.

MRfl. GRAHAM (Balcatta - Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [10.7 p.m.]:
Tonight we have had a typical explana-
tion on the part of the Mnister for
Industrial Development. He has cleverly
and stipperilly avoided dealing with the
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charges laid against him and his col-
leagues. Then, in his usual high-handed
fashion, he has imputed all sorts of im-
proper motives on the part of members
of the Opposition. This Is no criticism
against the iron ore company; this is a
charge against the Government for having
wilfully told untruths to Parliament.

Mr. Court: I have not told any untruths.
Mr. GRAHAM: What does the Minister

consider us to be? I have said before,
and I repeat: he considers he is speak-
ing to the Nedlands kindergarten branch
of the Liberal Party. The fact of the situ-
ation Is that for a period approaching
three years there has been an authority
operating under some laws, rules, regula-
tions, or by-laws--call them what you will
-over a certain area, a sheet of water,
some islands, and some of the mainland.
Who has been controlling the maritime
operations in that area? The Government
or the company? I wonder if the Minister
could answer me that one. is the Gov-
ernment or the company in control?

Mr. Court: In this part?
Mr. GRAHAM: Yes.
Mr. Court: The company has been in

control.
Mr. GRAHAM: Under what authority is

the company operating?
Mr. Court: Tinder the authority of the

agreement ratified by the State Parlia-
ment.

Mr. GRAHAM: Where are the laws,
regulations, and by-laws? Where do they
appear?

Mr. O'Connor: Don't tell me you do not
know.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is aware of the answers
and he knows what sort of a mess the
Minister has got himself into.

Mr. Court: If you want to play courts
of law and Perry Mason you had better
play them somewhere else. This is the
Parliament.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course it is Parlia-
ment. Just as well the Minister reminded
himself of that fact. lie runs away with
the idea that he is omnipotent; he is all-
powerful; Indeed, that he will be the Mini-
ster until eternity.

Sooner or later the people of this State
are going to wake up to the Minister. He
has informed the House that the company
has been operating a law-call it what you
will-in a certain area in the north-west.
What then is the area? The Minister tells
us it is not defined. of course, that is
completely and utterly false. is it over
a radius of a quarter of a mile, three
miles, 50 miles or what?

Mr. Court: Before you get all worked up
and make wrong allegations, come back
to earth. We are talking about the area
for by-laws, which is not defined. That is
all the Minister for Works said. Do not
try to put any other words into his mouth.

Mr. GRAHAM: Someone is exercising
control and administration over a large
body of water, islands, and part of the
mainland. That is the area which is con-
trailed by the company and not by the
Government of Western Australia. What
is the area? Where does it stop? When
does anyone know he is within the area
of the authority of the company?

It is palpably clear because it is defined
in words--as it is in maps--showing
exactly the limits of the company's
authority: and beyond that the ordinary
rules of the State apply. Therefore when
the Minister replied to the question-

Will he table a plan showing the
port area under the control of the
company at Damnpier?

by saying-
The area has not yet been defined.

That answer was an untruth. The area is
defined. it is within the defined area that
the company is exercising its authority.

Mr. Court: It just suits you to say that.

Mr. GRAHAM: A member of the Opposi-
tion wrote to one of the principal compan-
ies concerned with the Port of Dampier
and asked to be supplied with what is
called port information for the Port of
Damnpier, King Bay, Western Australia. It
says, amongst other things--

Regulations for the port of King
Bay must always be consulted when
navigating in the area or within the
limits of the port.

Yet the Government tells us there are no
defined limits for the port, Nevertheless
that is the instruction which goes out to
mariners. Later on the paper says--

Pursuant to the provisions of the
Iron Ore CHamersley Range) Agree-
ment Act 1963, the Amendment Act
1964 of the State of Western Aus-
tralia, Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd. is
lessee of all shore areas and facili-
tie--

In this connection there is no dispute.
To continue-

-and all the channels and other
parts of the port, and has the right
to exclude persons and vessels from
any part thereof.

Where does this company, or any other
company without a specific law, by-law,
or regulation drawn under that law, obtain
the right to exclude anybody?

Therefore what truth or substance is
there in the mouthings or Ministers of this
Government that there are no regulations
and there is no defined area of the port? I
am wondering what it is the Government
has to hide in connection with this matter.

Mr. Court: Nothing at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: Why did not the Gov-
ernment give truthful answers?
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Mr. Court: It has given truthful answers.
but you want to distort the law to suit
your argument.

Mr. GRAHAM: Is the Minister en-
deavouring to pretend to me and to the
House at large that any company has the
power, within an undefined area, to
operate as a policeman; a keeper of the
law? Is the Minister trying to tell me
that?

Mr. Court: I have not known the com-
pany to act in that way. I have had no
complaint except the one brought up by
the member for Pilbara.

Mr. GRAHAM: I suppose it is quite
proper that the member for the district
should bring to the attention of the Gov-
ernment matters of concern in his elec-
torate.

Mr. Court: That is all right. No-one
is objecting.

Mr. GRAHAM: We are faced with the
ridiculous situation of having all the
evidence from the documents under which
the company is operating. of course we
do not complain about that, because
Parliament made its decision and decided
that the company should have certain
powers within a certain area for an un-
specified period. What we are complain-
ing about-but not in this amendment-is
that, first of all the Government has been
remiss and tardy in not defining the area
or the powers; in other words, the regula-
tions which are to have the force of law
and are to be implemented by the company.

However, the Minister endeavours to
have us believe that there is no defined
area, when bie knows perfectly well that,
in fact, there is. It would be unworkable
even for the Minister, with all his
capabilities, to exercise authority in a part
area unless there were some definition or
delineation as to what constituted that
port. In addition, there is to be a blank
cheque-in other words, no authority from
the Parliament or delegated authority to
the Governor to define the terms of the
controls and the regulations, when, in fact,
the port is operating and has been a
going concern for almost three years. Of
course, the position has reached non-
sensical proportions.

It is therefore mast proper that the
member for Pilbara should draw the at-
tention of all members of the House to
the fact, as pointed out by my leader, that
Ministers are responsible for the veracity
of the answers they give to questions.

Mr. O'Connor: Are you trying to say-
Mr. GRAHAM: Ministers have a re-

sponsibility to ensure that the information
supplied to them squares with the facts.
Surely Ministers want to be more than
ciphers. Does whatever information which
is dished up to them by departmental
officers suffice? Surely Ministers have, or

should assume, some sense of responsibility.
The fact is that in respect of a mast im-
portant matter a question was asked not
once, but on a second occasion. First of
all the question was asked with regard to
delineation of the area and, secondly,
with regard to the regulations. The
Ministers knew-of course they knew-
that the information they were giving was
false.

My leader pointed out that when a
Minister does that in the mother of
Parliaments and it is proved-as we have

, proved the case this evening-the Minis-
ter finmediatly tenders his resignation as
one of Her Majesty's advisers. Then,
if he has personal principles, he also re-
signs from the Parliament. It was also
pointed out by my leader that, irrespective
of what is demonstrated and proved, and
however great the sin of omission or com-
mission on the part of this Government,
it could not care less. All that matters is
the numbers on the floor of the House
when a vote is taken. Bit by bit the
Government is reducing the stanldards and
the codes that one woluld expect of Parlia-
ments and from Ministers in the Parlia-
ments of democratic countries.

The Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment is very clever at these sorts of things;
he simply shrugs them off because he
knows he has the numbers. Such is the
iron discipline in the ranks of the Liberal
and Country parties that, irrespective of
what is produced and established, members
are bound to vote in support of those
who are Ministers of State for the time
being; otherwise there would be dire con-
sequences for them. Any member who
has a conscience has no alternative but
to vote for the amendment to the motion
far the adoption of the Address-in-Reply;
because, in truth, Ministers have delibera-
tely given answers which are contrary to
the truth and the facts of the situation.

lMR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Transport) [10.19 pm.]: I do not in-
tend to take any time on the Damupier
problem or discussion, because I believe
this has been quite adequately handled by
the Minister for Industrial Development.
I do, however, Intend to spend some little
time on accusations in connection with
myself made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion. They have virtually said I have
lied to this House, and I know this to be
completely false; but it is typical of some
of the statements and implications that
are made from the other side. I have
bad complete respect for the Leader of the
Opposition and considered that, generally,
he was quite fair in most of the comnments
he made. However, obviously he has be-
come so engrossed with the operations of
the T.AB.. and so biased towards the
chairman of the board, his judgment has
become impaired.
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I believe I should be heard tonight at
least to clarify, from my own point of
view, the comments that have been made
and to give the correct information to the
House. I do not know whether the point
1 am about to make is completely cor-_
rect or whether the stand that has been
taken by the Opposition has only been
taken so that an amendment can be
made to the Address-in-Reply: because in
my opinion there is absolutely no sub-
stance in what has been put forward from
the other side of the House.

I feel the Leader of the Opposition
owes me an apology, because the informa-
tion I gave to this House, so far as I am
concerned, is completely true.

Mr. Tonkin: What do you mean by
"so far as I am concerned"?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I did niot tell a lie:
the information I supplied to the House
was true to the best of my belief, and if
the Leader of the Opposition will allow
me I will outline the remainder of the
information I wish to give to the House.
When the Leader of the Opposition asked
these questions on Wednesday I answered
them in the correct way and in a manner
which was completely truthful. I did con-
clude by saying-

If the Leader of the Opposition
knows of any cases where the law
has been broken it will be appreciated
if he will supply the Minister with
that infoi'mation.

If the Leader of the Opposition had
known of any cases where the law had
been broken, surely it would have been
his duty to supply this information to the
Minister. In that event I am sure the
correct Procedure would have been taken
to ensure it did not continue to be broken.

Mr. Tonkin: Yes, like it has been in the
last eight years.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Leader of the
Opposition can say what he likes in answer
to that, but I am referring to the specific
information I1 gave in answer to the
question asked by him in this House.

During the debate on the Address-in-
Reply the Leader of the Opposition was
heard to say that no law or justice was
coming from this House. It Is quite obvi-
ous, if he contines; to carry on in that way,
there will not be any justice or law in this
House; at least not from those on the
other side. In any event, the accusations
made by the Leader of the Opposition, so
far as I1 am concerned, are completely
unjust and false, and below the standard
of a person in his category or the category
in which I expected him to act.

In the House tonight the Leader of the
Opposition also said he would not dis-
close the names of the people concerned,
because if he did so they would be sacked.

Mr. Tonkin: That is what happened
before.

Mr. O'CONNOR: If a person is breaking
the law why should he not be sacked?
If the Leader of the Opposition knows of
these cases he should not be taking part
in breaking the law.

Mr. Tonkin: The information you are
asking for is already in the possession of
the chairman.

Mr. O'CONNOR: At lunchtime yester-
day I had the chairman of the board in
my office and I asked him if he bad any
specific information on cases of credit
betting and he told me there was. none.

Mr. Tonkin: He also gave similar
answers to the Premier last session that
were incorrect; that is, when he assured
the Premier that nobody was betting with-
out a deposit being lodged with an agency.

Mr. O'CONNOR: If I may interject, if
the information given to me by the Chair-
man of the T.A.B. was false-and I do
not know that it was--I apologise. How-
ever I do not think it was false. As far
as I am concerned the information I gave
to the House was completely truthful. I
have made no false statement whatsoever
in this Parliament. I believe the Leader
of the Opposition, speaking in the manner
be has this evening, has brought the
House into discredit by giving false in-
formation.

Mr. Tonkin: What false information did
I give?

Dr. Henn: False accusations.
Mr. Tonkin: What false information did

I give?
Mr. O'CONNOR: The Leader of the Op-

position said I was untruthful when, in
fact, I was not.

Mr. Tonkin: You made a statement that
was not true.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Leader of the Op-
position has become so obsessed with the
Chairman of the T.A.E. it has caused him
to stoop to the lowest ebb ever reached
in this House. He is aiding and abetting
law-breakers if he will not disclose the
information he says he has in his pos-
session: but I do niot think he has that
information.

Mr. Tonkin: What happened when I
gave information to the House previously?
How far did I get?

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [10.25
p.m.]: The answers to the questions asked
by the Leader of the opposition are typical
of those that are given to other members
of Parliament by Ministers of the Crown,
and I feel I must take this opportunity to
express my concern about the information
supplied in answers that have been given
over the years to the questions I have
asked as a. member of this House.

This evening evidence has been put for-
ward by the Leader of the Opposition that,
from time to time-and particularly in
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answers to questions on the operations
of the T.A.B.-the information that has
been given has subsequently been proved
to be incorrect, and we dealt with this
matter by way of a motion last year. I
think the only one who camne to the de-
fence of the Minister for Police on that
occasion was the Minister for Police him-
self. The then member for Beeloo, who
is now the member for Belmont, stated
the Minister for Police was incompetent
and should be removed from his office
because he could not run his department,
and not one member of the Government
camne forward to defend the Minister for
Police on that occasion.

That lack of defence was enough to
convince me there is a great deal of guilt
on the part of the Government as it was
not prepared to say that an injustice had
been done to the Minister for Police.

On another occasion I asked the Minister
for Works how much money had been paid
to De teuw Cather and Company. He gave
me certain figures which I accepted in
good faith, and it was only by the merest
chance, in scanning Hansard, that I dis-
covered an answer given 12 months pre-
viously which proved the answer I had
been given was completely wrong. I asked
the Minister straightout how much had
been paid to De Leuw Cather and Com-
pany, and when I asked him for an
explanation of what previously was an.
incorrect answer, he said a different in-
terpretation had been placed on my ques-
tion, and he then gave me the correct
answer in which the amount quoted was
substantially greater than that originally
Riven. This was a matter of great im-
portance to me at the time, because it
had relation to a question I was dealing
with on some roadworks around the town.

Obviously a Minister can always say,
"I wrongly interpreted the question," but
Ministers must surely realise that most of
the answers to the questions asked in this
House are already known to members,
and the questions are only asked to gain
confirmation of what they already know.

Mr. Court: Just tempting Ministers to
give stock answers!

Mr. DAVIES: That remark is typical
of the attitude of Ministers in this House.
"Let us give stock answers!"

Mr. Court: You said that most members
knew the answers to questions before they
were asked. You are therefore tempting
us to give a stock answer in accordance
wvith your suggestion.

Mr. DAVIES: This does not alter my
argument in the slightest. We ask the
questions to get confirmation of what we
already know, and yet the Government,
time and time again, hedges with the
answer. The result is that a member has to
spell the question out in a further series
of minor questions, framing them in such

a way that the member drags from the
Minister-reluctantly at all times--the in-
formation he desires.-

Some time ago I asked the Minister
for Railways some questions on the pay-
ment of award rates to members of the
Railway Officers Union. He gave me an
airy-fairy answer and I had to ask a
further series of questions which sub-
sequently brought forth the answer I re-
quired. Are we the highest court in the
land? Are we entitled, on behalf of the
people we represent, to seek information
and to air grievances? Time and time
again I have heard the Premier and the
Minister for Industrial Development say
with pride we are the highest court in
the land; that there is no need for an
ombudsman; that there is no need for any
court other than Parliament, because in-
formation is always available to Parlia-
ment.

This has been prolved false time and
time again. Some of the matters raised
here tonight bear out my argument.

Mr. Lewis: When have my answers to
you proved to be false?

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister for Educa-
tion must have a guilty conscience.

Mr. Lewis: I have not. You are making
a sweeping- criticism. Prove it!

Mr. DAVIES: I will continue to make
sweeping statements. I do not propose
to go through my question pad and deal
with each of the answers, because my
time would run out and I would be ruled
out of order.

It is possible that the Minister for
Education has never given me aL wrong
answer, but I think I can recall more
than one occasion on which he has given
me limited information and I have had
to seek further information.

Mr. Lewis: We do not know the extent
of what you are thinking. We answer
the questions.

Mr. DAVIES: We always try to frame
our questions in a manner which makes
them quite explicit. Apparently, how-
ever. the questions are Interpreted in such
a manner as to prompt the Government
to adopt the attitude and say, " Let us
give them the least possible information."

That is what I am complaining about.
To get back to the point of our being the
highest court in the land; that we do
not need an omnbudsman, or any court of
appeal. We are here to represent effec-
tively the people of our electorates; to
ferret out information; to ask the Govern-
ment what it means, and to act ac-
cordingly.

It is a great shame the debate has
developed into character assassination,
because this does little for the Parliament
of Western Australia.
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Mr. Court: What is this amendment?

Is not It character assassination?
Mr. DAVIES: I do not think the Minis-

ter listened to the debate or the case put
forward by the member for Pilbara, and
the Leader of the Opposition, because had
lhe done so be would obviously have
found exceedingly good grounds for our
moving as we did. The Government gives
the impression that it feels badly about
it, but I would point out that only two
speakers have risen to refute the amend-
ment. If the Government really felt
badly about this question one would have
thought its Ministers would have been
anxious to get to their feet and defend
the Government.

Yet, as I have said, only two speakers
have risen; indeed at one stage it looked
as though we might have one speaker.
We might just as well have had only one
speaker, because the Minister for Rail-
ways did little to uphold the prestige of
the House; his contribution was purely and
simply character assassination.

Mr. O'Connor: It does not worry You
that my own character has been assas-
sinated.

Mr. DAVIES: The Minister was there
to defend himself, not to assassinate mem-
bers on this side.

Mr. Court: How puerile can you get?
Mr. DAVIES: The fact remains the

Minister did not defend himself effec-
tively. We are still waiting for the answer
to the charges that have been made, and
I think it is a matter for regret that
questions are being treated in this manner.

Mr. O'Connor: Have you anything to
say on the question of the T.AB.?

Mr. DAVIES: I am not dealing with
specific questions but with certain in-
stances which have occurred to me over
the years, which are on the file, and which
have caused me some concern. These
eases have made me feel that Ministers
treat questions too lightly; that they do
not realise we are trying to ferret out
Information on behalf of our electors.

I have reminded the House-and the
Minister was niot here at the time-that
when the Opposition brought forward
charges of this nature against the Minister
for Police nobody on that side of the
House stood up to defend him. They left
the Minister for Police to flounder around
by himself when the member for Beeloo
said the Minister was incapable and in-
competent.

This adds nothing to the prestige of
the House. I only hope that in future far
greater thought will be given to answers to
questions which are asked, because for my
part I am not at all happy with the cava-
lier fashion in which questions are often
treated. They appear to be a source of
annoyance to the Government and it seems
it would be happy if they were not asked.

Although I am not entering into the
debate on the King Bay question, I would
like to express my concern and say that
I feel the amendment is well founded.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Mr. Bateman
Mr. Bertrm
Mr. Blickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Burke
Mr. H. D. Evans
Mr. T. D. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham

Mr. Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cash
Mr. Court
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Urayden
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hitney
Mr. lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning

Ayes
Mr. Moir
Mr. Jones
Mr. May
Mr. Norton
Mr. Hall

kyes-lS
Mr. Hlaman
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Mclver
Mr. Bewail
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Davies

(Teller)
los-fl

Mr. McPharlin
Mr. Mensaros
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. O'Neil
Mr. Ridge
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Stewart
Mr. Young
Mr. 1. W. Manming

(Teller)
Pairs

Noes
Mr. Williams
Mr. Craig
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Rushont
Mr. Burt

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.

Mitchell. -

House adjourned at 10.40 ptm.

Wednesday, the 14th August, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

QUESTIONS (12): ON NOTICE
BALL POINT PENS

Use on Legal Documents
1.The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked

the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is it a fact that in all States, ex-

cept Western Australia, ball point
Pens are acceptable for use on
legal documents?

(2) Does any unusual, logical, and
defensible reason exist for this
State not to follow the practice
already adopted in the other
States?

(3) If not, will the Minister take steps
to allow the use of ball point pens
on legal documents in this State?


